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Editorial 

Welcome to the summer edition of TENUTO (producing more than one edition every three 

months is not possible with the resources available). We were taught at school that there are 

four seasons, Summer, Autumn, Winter and Spring, but Dr Tim Entwistle, director of the Royal 

Botanic Gardens in Melbourne has come up with a theory that challenges this notion in 

Australia, and indeed elsewhere. In his book 'Sprinter and Sprummer', he puts forward the 

interesting proposition that we should not follow the European model, but should use a model 

where the year is divided into five seasons that is more suitable to Australian conditions. Dr 

Entwistle’s book is the feature book in this edition’s “Off the Shelf Adventures”. 

 Aboriginal people throughout Australia had a variety of methods of noting the seasons that 

depended on natural phenomena related to the area in which they lived. Yolngu, Indigenous 

Australians of North-East Arnhem Land, identify six seasons. One season is identified when a 

certain tree produces its bright red flowers that in turn indicate when a particular fish may be 

hunted. Non-Indigenous people currently living in the Top End identify only two seasons— the 

Wet and the Dry. For some people now there is a recognition that the build-up period between 

dry and wet is coming to be identified as a distinct third season. Visit B.O.M.  to find  references 

and information about this topic in the Indigenous Weather Knowledge Website Project 

http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/about/index.shtml  

                                                         

Best wishes Joan 

Joan McColl, Project Officer, RCE Gippsland jmccoll@federation.edu.au 

Mob: 0419339728 

http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/about/index.shtml
mailto:jmccoll@federation.edu.au
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More about Seasonal Matters 

 
 http://www.cana.net.au/bush/problems.htm 

While some Australian animals and plants are adapted to withstand dramatic seasonal 

changes in climate each year, many species have quite limited ranges of long-term average 

climate. Temperature ranges in the order of 1 – 2°C and 20% variation in rainfall mean that 

Australian animals and plants are vulnerable to long term climate change (Pittock & Wratt, 

2001). 

 

http://www.mpg.de/8691609/climate-change_seasons 

In addition, plants in temperate regions are adapted to use temperature to tell the season. 

This is how they know when to produce flowers and fruits. As daily temperature cycles 

become more extreme, it becomes harder for plants to behave appropriately to the season. 

Therefore, plants might produce flowers too early or too late, and so there might be some 

years where certain fruits never appear 

 

http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/~/media/Documents/Animal%20management/Environ

ment/Climate-tool-

kit/Documents/Climate%20Change%20fact%20Sheet%20-%20Gippsland%20-%20revised

%2008-10-03.pdf 

Amongst its facts, figures and advice, the article “What does climate change mean for dairy 

in Gippsland?” suggests how dairy farmers in Gippsland have noticed how pasture growth 

patterns have changed, and that spring now starts about 2-4 weeks earlier than it used to.  
 

http://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/73205/EastGippsland

_WEB.pdf 

This link provides information about projections for Gippsland based on various 

temperature increase impacts. Page 8 has a chart that has projections for Lakes Entrance 

and Orbost over the four seasons in 2030 and 2070, showing variations for different 

intensities of emissions.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x5Lig67t2xg 

This is a cheery song about the four seasons with very appealing graphics aimed at 

Kindergarten, Prep, Grades one and two. 

There are a lot of lovely songs about the seasons on You tube – a great resource for teachers 

of all age groups. Some are just fun happy ditties, but some seem to be more based on 

science education. The bottom line is that there are quite a few of them and if projected 

and made big enough could provide a backing for a class to learn from and sing along to. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cana.net.au/bush/problems.htm
http://www.mpg.de/8691609/climate-change_seasons
http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/~/media/Documents/Animal%20management/Environment/Climate-tool-kit/Documents/Climate%20Change%20fact%20Sheet%20-%20Gippsland%20-%20revised%2008-10-03.pdf
http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/~/media/Documents/Animal%20management/Environment/Climate-tool-kit/Documents/Climate%20Change%20fact%20Sheet%20-%20Gippsland%20-%20revised%2008-10-03.pdf
http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/~/media/Documents/Animal%20management/Environment/Climate-tool-kit/Documents/Climate%20Change%20fact%20Sheet%20-%20Gippsland%20-%20revised%2008-10-03.pdf
http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/~/media/Documents/Animal%20management/Environment/Climate-tool-kit/Documents/Climate%20Change%20fact%20Sheet%20-%20Gippsland%20-%20revised%2008-10-03.pdf
http://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/73205/EastGippsland_WEB.pdf
http://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/73205/EastGippsland_WEB.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x5Lig67t2xg
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Off the Shelf Adventures 
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                                             Ecological Cards 

These cards are a carefully researched resource available for education at any level to 

people who are engaged in education for sustainable development. They are provocative, 

thought stimulating ideas set out in a way that is easy for educators to use. EcoLogical 

cards.pdf (2 =1????? 

Talking ecoLogical Cards was produced by St Luke’s Innovative Resources and Ian 

McBurney (2014). There are 40 Cards designed “for building conversations towards 

sustainability”. Innovative Resources is a not-for-profit publisher and bookseller; all sales 

support the child, youth, family, and community services of St Luke’s Anglicare. They can 

be used by anyone wanting to open up reflection and conversations about environmental 

sustainability. 

They can be used for team building, personal reflection, journals and creative writing, 

evaluation and assessment, goal setting and planning, research and organisational change. 

They can be used by people in a myriad of roles including sustainability managers, small 

business owners, educators and facilitators, Business Green Team members, sustainability 

practitioners and consultants, Local government environment officers, Local councils and 

clubs, CEOs and executives, architects and town planners, local communities and 

wilderness and park managers to name a few!                                                             

Topics covered include “Two Kinds of Footprints, The Power of Conversations, The 

Thinking Behind the Suits, Taking Care Before You Begin, Some Ideas for Activities and  

Sources, Links and Further Reading.” The motto for the cards is from Buckminster Fuller  

‘The best way to predict the future is to design it.’ 
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Peter Collins 

Profile RCE Committee Member No. 5       

Peter is part of a large family, with roots in the Gippsland region going back to the 1880’s. As 

a boy growing up in Traralgon, he would often stay at the family farm at Parkers Corner near 

Erica, which was established by his great grandfather, Charles Rawson in the 1890’s. Charles 

was a goldminer at Walhalla, and saw an opportunity to supply the miners with fresh milk and 

produce, which up until that time had been brought in at great expense via Port Albert and 

Toongabbie. Peter’s memories of visits to this farm (which was only connected to the grid in 

the early 1970’s) include lighting the wood-fired ‘copper’ and having the fresh cream on top 

of the milk at breakfast.  

                                          

                                       Family house at Rawson that has been demolished. 

In the 1980’s, the State Government compulsorily acquired the Rawson Family farm to build 

the Thompson Dam. When it was suggested by the government that the township be named 

‘Robertson’ after the engineer who had designed the dam, the family objected, and fought a 

fierce battle in the local media, which they eventually won. The Rawson family homestead is 

no longer there, but the old cypress pines, under which Peter once played, are still standing. 

      Peter’s grandfather Fred moved to Moe after working in the timber industry in the Central 

Highlands as a young man. He then worked for the SEC, and was a Moe Shire Councillor for 

many years and was made Mayor of Moe in 1969. Two of his achievements as Councillor were 

the building of the Moe Hospital and the Gippsland Heritage Park. He and Peter’s 

grandmother, Jesse, always had chooks and a fabulous vegetable garden, and grew all their 

own food.  

      Peter’s father Bill, who was a doctor, and his mother Beverley a nurse, met when they were 

working at Warragul Hospital. They moved to Traralgon soon after they were married. Cubs 

and scouts were a big part of Peter’s early life and provided many opportunities to go camping 

and develop a wide variety of practical outdoor skills and appreciation of the environment.   
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                                                      Peter Collins Profile (cont.) 

Peter’s parents were involved with the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club, and the family 

would often go on weekend excursions with other members to identify local plant species. 

They were also very keen prize-winning gardeners. Christmas holidays in this period were 

spent in the family caravan at Wilson’s Promontory National Park, which the family all 

staunchly defended when recent plans to commercialise the area as a tourist attraction 

were proposed.  

      In 1970, the family moved to Mitcham where there was a lot of work to do in planting 

out a large garden on the double block. By this time Peter’s father, had been converted to 

the benefits of growing Australian native plants. He refused to plant the nature strip with 

the usual grass and cherry blossom trees, and had quite a battle with Whitehorse City 

Council over it. He was eventually permitted to do this, which started a trend in the area. 

These days, many houses in that part of Mitcham have native shrubs and grasses planted 

on their nature strips. The family were all quite keen birdwatchers, and during the 

September school holidays would head off in the family caravan to stay at the Hattah 

Lakes and Wyperfeld National Parks in Northwest Victoria, where they did lots of 

bushwalking and bird spotting. 

      A few years later while doing a Diploma in Graphic Design at Phillip Institute (now 

RMIT) Peter became more interested in environmental issues. He began to follow the 

debate around the planned construction of a big new hydropower scheme in Tasmania 

that threatened to destroy Australia’s last wild river - the Franklin where he had done a 

bushwalk in the area the year before, so knew how unique the area was. When Prime 

Minister Malcolm Fraser failed to intervene on the basis of ‘States Rights’, Peter had no 

hesitation in volunteering to join a Blockade being organised by the Tasmanian Wilderness 

Society.  

                           
                                                            Can you spot Peter?  
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                                            Peter Collins Profile (cont.) 

Sponsored by his parents, Peter arrived at Strachan on December 12, 1982 and was arrested 

for trespass in the first week of the protest and ended up on the front page of the ‘Age’. He 

spent a week in H Division at Risdon jail with 1000 other protestors - which he says was 

“quite an experience” - before bailing himself out.   On returning to Melbourne, Peter 

realised the Blockade required people with graphic design skills to work on the media 

campaign. He felt very fortunate at that time to work with some very talented designers 

and copywriters from major advertising agencies, and felt that he learnt much more than 

he had in the Graphic Design course, which, by then he had dropped out from.  

      Following the 1983 election, in which the Green Vote brought Bob Hawke and the ALP 

into power, Peter continued work with The Wilderness Society, the Australian Conservation 

Foundation and other conservation groups as a copywriter and designer on various 

campaigns, including East Gippsland Forests, the Daintree Rainforest, and anti-wood 

chipping. He was employed as Designer and Education Officer with the newly formed 

Victorian Association for Environmental Education on a project to develop an education kit 

on recycling for the residents of Collingwood and Fitzroy. In 1984, together with two others, 

Peter established the Wilderness Society Education Unit to developed school based 

environmental education resources; including ‘Wilderness; The Original and the Best of 

Planet Earth’, which sold to hundreds of schools throughout Australia, and was launched 

by then Prime Minister Bob Hawke. Between 1985 and 1990, Peter worked closely with a 

number of environmental activists such as Associate Professor Peter Christoff, author of 

‘Four Degrees of Global Warming: Australia in a Hot World’, and Janet Rice, who later 

formed ‘The Greens’.          

      In 1987 Peter and his partner decided to leave the city for a healthier life in the country. 

They had become increasingly concerned with the level of air pollution in the inner city, 

especially lead-based petrol fumes and took up an old dairy farm at Boolarra where they 

raised their now adult daughter Camilla. Aiming to be partially self-sufficient, they launched 

into creating a big vegetable garden, bought a jersey cow; five black sheep; a dozen chooks 

two ducks and planted hundreds of native trees and shrubs. Everything grew quickly on the 

rich red volcanic soil. Parts of the property now closely resemble native forest. 

      When Peter was 16, he told the careers Counsellor at Wesley that he wanted to do 

Graphic Design or Social Work. At that time, there were no jobs in the Environment field, 

apart from in National Parks Service or the EPA. Peter now feels fortunate to have worked 

in all three areas of interest. He has worked as a Kitchen hand, barman, Chef, Function 

Manager, Graphic Designer, Fundraiser, Merchandising Manager, Disability Officer, 

Housing Officer, Community Support Program Co-ordinator, Community Development 

Worker, Stormwater Education Officer, Waste Education Officer and now Sustainability 

Education Officer. Peter has also worked closely with the Gippsland Asbestos Related 

Diseases Support Group (now Victorian Asbestos Council) to develop Australia’s first 

asbestos removal kit for homeowners. The ‘Domestic asbestos Removal Kit’ has now been 

adopted by Worksafe and is being rolled out across the state. 
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Future editions of TENUTO are open for possibilities. 
We would love to receive  

*Letters to the editor, articles about activities in schools or new sustainable projects. 

*Book reviews 

*Articles about Gippsland people working in the field. 

*Articles around activities in Education for Sustainable Development that are happening in 

Gippsland.  

*Gippsland groups that are involved in ESD.  

*Schools, TAFES etc. 

 

This e-magazine aims to fill  gaps and provide a forum for discussion and sharing of ideas and 

information. Please join in by sending any articles, photos, stories, poems or, information 

to  j.mccoll@federation.edu.au 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           Peter Collins Profile (cont.) 

      His current role with Latrobe City Council, where he has worked for 10 years, has involved 

working on a diverse range of environment and sustainability projects, such as establishing 

comprehensive Recycling Education Tours for school and community groups, managing aspects of 

the kerbside collection service, developing the successful Community Vermicomposting Program, 

delivering Stormwater Education to schools, managing the local promotion of the ‘Detox Your Home 

Mobile Collection’, National Recycling Week, assisting with National Tree Day activities and 

supporting ResourceSmart Schools, and is of course a valued member of the RCE Gippsland 

committee: valued because of his knowledge, experience and expertise. 

 

                                                   
                                      Peter at home at Boolara with his daughter Camilla. 

Profile adapted from an article written by Peter and edited by Joan McColl and Monica Green. 

 

   The Venny Kensington Adventure Playground, 85 Kensington Rd, Kensington 

Find out more at:  

http://tothotornot.com/2015/01/hot-venny-kensington-adventure-playground-85-kensington-rd-

kensington/#sthash.E1ImBcA5.dpuf 

This great resource is worth studying for inspiration about community spaces for children. Ideas for using recycled 

materials in a way that is attractive to children can be found in abundance and show that sometimes simple and 

inexpensive is often the best that can be provided for them. It’s not always the shiny plastic objects that encourage 

children’s imagination and creativity. Ideas can be found that could be adapted for some community spaces in Gippsland 

 

http://tothotornot.com/2015/01/hot-venny-kensington-adventure-playground-85-kensington-rd-kensington/#sthash.E1ImBcA5.dpuf
http://tothotornot.com/2015/01/hot-venny-kensington-adventure-playground-85-kensington-rd-kensington/#sthash.E1ImBcA5.dpuf
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                                        Off the Shelf Adventures 

“Jackson’s Track – Memoir of a Dreamtime Place’ written by Daryl Tonkin and Carolyn 

Landon records the story of life in Gippsland in the 1930’s. It also notes the differences that 

had occurred to the land and the people in the years before that going back to the beginning 

of European settlement in the area.  There are many lessons subtly given on the theme of 

sustainable development and the impact of the changes that occurred after Gippsland was 

settled.     

The Prologue is called “Change”, and begins “Even before we came to this land it had already 

changed. Eighty years before us the hills had been colonised, the people with ancient 

knowledge had been hunted, massacred, infected with disease, scattered: the giant 

mountain ash trees had been falled, the primeval forest had been replaced with second-

growth timber grown too high and too thick to penetrate.”        

It is written in an easy to read style using Daryl Tonkin’s own words as relayed to Carolyn 

Landon. Even the way the story has been written is a story in itself.   Apparently Daryl kept 

notes and wanted the story told. One of his daughters then arranged for her English teacher 

who happened to be Carolyn Landon to meet Daryl and they formed a relationship that 

resulted in the now famously co-written story.  The story captures in a “matter-of-fact” way 

the interface between the settlers and local indigenous people in the 1930’s and some of the 

history before that. As Daryl’s partner Euphie and her family are learnt about and become 

known to the reader the true, deep impact that white settlement had on indigenous families 

and culture becomes apparent. The final chapter’s title understandably is “Grief”, but that is 

followed by an Afterword that concludes “The house was full of trophies. Euphie and I were 

proud of the children. It was a great achievement” 

There are also black and white photographs to add to the understanding of how the 

Gippsland that we have today evolved and perhaps giving some clues about where we might 

head.                

 

 

                                                                                     

                                             RCE Gippsland Blog 

This web site has been set up to provide up-to-date information about RCE Gippsland 

activities and offers a place where others can join in and add information and ideas, ask 

questions, post photos and become involved. You are invited to take part in RCE Gippsland’s 

on-going growth and development. 

Here you can find some education resources listed, but more would be very welcome. 

                                              https://rcegippslandblog.wordpress.com/ 

 

https://rcegippslandblog.wordpress.com/
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                           RCE Gippsland inaugural Sustainability Expo 

In December 2014 RCE Gippsland invited Gippsland primary students to Federation 

University to display their sustainability activities. Dr Harry Ballis opened the day’s 

activities and told a story about digging in his garden and finding an unusual critter – 

something that primary students could well relate to. Then Dr Doris Paton told a 

wonderful Gippsland dreamtime story. 

 Students from six schools gave outstanding presentations to the audience of around 450 

students and over fifty teachers. Many of them set up stalls displaying an array of 

wonderful sustainability projects and students were excited during the breaks to manage 

these stalls and tell others about their activities. There were stalls also held by SWEP, 

ResourceSmart, Federation University and Gippsland Water.  

The MC for the day, Will Tait not only kept the program moving along, but also provided 

an amusing sketch that included the audience and expanded the notion of sustainability. 

For further stories and photos see https://rcegippslandblog.wordpress.com/ 

At the end of the day, students joined with a choir from Grey St Traralgon choir to sing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wkn1B7cJYQo 

 

                          The graffiti wall provided another avenue for participation. 

 

 

 

 

https://rcegippslandblog.wordpress.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wkn1B7cJYQo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wkn1B7cJYQo
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RCE Gippsland Steering Group Members 2015 

Dr Barbara Johnson (Convenor)  
Sector: Agriculture, community. Current Position: Farmer, WGCMA Board Member, on 
Latrobe City’s Traralgon Creek, Neighbourhood Environment Improvement Plan 
Implementation Committee (NEIP)  
 
Mr Peter Collins 
Sector: Local Government Current Position: Sustainability Education Officer, Latrobe 
City Council 
 Contact: Tel. (03) 51286134 Mobile: 0407 862 354 Peter.Collins@latrobe.vic.gov.au 
 
Mr Ashley Hall 
Sector: State Government Current Position: Sustainability Program Officer Strategy and 
Integration, DEPI 71 Hotham St Traralgon, Vic 
 Contact: Tel.  (03) 51722584 M: 0439574508: ashley.hall@depi.vic.gov.au 
 
Dr Monica Green  
Sector: Tertiary Education Senior Lecturer, School of Education (Mon-Thurs), Federation 
University Northways Road, Churchill. Victoria 3842 Australia 
 Contact: T: 5122 6364| M: 0407 547445 Email:  monica.green@federation.edu.au 
 
Mr Sam Franzi   
Sector: Catholic Education. Current Position: Secondary Learning Pathways Catholic 

Education Office (Warragul) -Diocese of Sale 

Contact: Tel. 04 17534235  sfranzi@ceosale.catholic.edu.au 
 
Mr. Jie van Berkel   
Sector: Primary Education. Current Position Gippsland Grammar School, Sale campus  
Contact: Email: jievb@yahoo.com.au 

 

Ms Alison Taylor 

Sector: Sustainability Education. Current Position. ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic Schools 

Coordinator for Gippsland (Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday). Contact: Phone 56 332714 

Mob. 0409 879 910 alison.taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au  

 

Ms Nola Anderson 

Sector: Gippsland Waste and Resource Recovery Group. Education Officer. Contact: 

nola.anderson@gwrrg.vic.gov.au Ph.03 5633 2744 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Peter.Collins@latrobe.vic.gov.au
mailto:ashley.hall@depi.vic.gov.au
mailto:monica.green@federation.edu.au
mailto:sfranzi@ceosale.catholic.edu.au
mailto:jievb@yahoo.com.au
mailto:alison.taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au
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