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Editorial 

 

 

 

This is a reminder of the vast area of what is known as the Gippsland Region – six shires; 

the size of Switzerland roughly with a total population of approximately 265,000, while 

Switzerland’s is 8,033,800. 

Best wishes Joan 

Joan McColl, Project Officer, RCE Gippsland jmccoll@federation.edu.au 

Mob: 0419339728 

mailto:jmccoll@federation.edu.au
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                                                                  Open Space Forum 
 

              “Creating a Sustainable Gippsland. What are the Issues and Opportunities?” 

 

On April 10th 2014 an Open Space Forum on this topic was conducted in the student lounge 

at Federation University Gippsland by RCE Gippsland (Regional Centre of 

Expertise on Education for Sustainable Development Gippsland). 42 participants from many 

walks of life from 4 Gippsland Shires took part. RCE Gippsland is one of 127 centres under 

United Nations’ auspices throughout the world and one of 4 in Australia. 

“Education” is accepted to be formal, informal and non-formal. A diverse group of 

Gippsland community members participated. The open space format enabled individuals 

to raise topics and join groups that formed around these topics. The afternoon session 

changed from discussion to action planning.   

 

 
 

Heidi Ham presenting ideas for action planning to a group in preparation for the 

afternoon action planning session. Committee member Ashley Hall in the background. 
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Off the Shelf Adventures 
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Open Space Forum cont. 

The morning’s discussion topics selected were 

• Sustainability Education 

• Is sustainability achievable within a minefield? 

• Can Strategies be defined that assist in promoting and running successful 

• Sustainability Education and Training 

• A coordinated approach to school and community gardens in Latrobe 

• Solar Heating / hot water 

• Sustainability of Public Land 

• Community Power (Energy Market) 

• Permaculture – Plants and Animals in the school curriculum 

• Biodiversity and Environment Education 

• The future of Gippsland lies in large scale energy gen via renewables 

• People in Gippsland have the skills and knowledge to use healthy & local produce 

• Transitioning LV away from reliance on coal and changing people’s perceptions on 

the    need for fossil fuels 

• Making Morwell a swinging seat (or marginal seat) 

• Connecting local food with local people for resilience, community, connectivity 

• How do we encourage & support individuals to take sustainable actions in their 

homes and livelihoods? 
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Open Space Forum cont. 

Afternoon Action Planning Topics 

• Engaging Federation University and TAFE’s in Gippsland Sustainability 

• Sustainable local food for local people 

• Mobilizing opportunities for Education for Sustainable Development 

• Transitioning the economy of the Latrobe Valley away from Coal 

• Sustainability Plan for Gippsland 

 

Action planning groups formed around these topics and set targets to pursue actions 

identified. Several groups have continued communication and activities related to the topics 

discussed on the day. 

 

Guidelines for the Day’s Discussions 

Photos courtesy of Natasha Brown 
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Dr Barbara Johnson  

RCE Gippsland Steering Group Member Profile No.4. 

       At present amongst her many activities, Barbara is the Convenor of the Steering 

Committee of the Gippsland Regional Centre on Education for Sustainable Development. 

Barbara can be heard on occasion to say that she doesn’t “do” much for the committee. 

Being convenor is in fact a vital job that Barbara does extremely well. That allows committee 

members to relax knowing they will be contacted with regularity, sent an agenda for the bi-

monthly meetings where Barbara is usually the first one to arrive –usually with afternoon 

tea. The meetings start and finish on time and duties such as minute taking are shared. The 

cordial, business-like atmosphere and efficiency of meetings has allowed the group to thrive. 

      Over her lifetime Barbara has acquired many qualifications and had several careers that 

have required commitment and effort, but reading a resume that highlights these does not 

disclose the background that these were acquired in and engaged with or of her dedication 

to her family and her community. There are several themes that can be discerned 

throughout Barbara’s qualifications and careers. They include Agriculture, sustainability, 

education and community, so that makes Barbara a perfect fit to be Convenor of RCE 

Gippsland Steering Committee.  

 
 

Barbara can be seen here at the April 2014 Open Space Forum summarising activities and 

deliberations at the conclusion of the day. (Latrobe Valley Express 14/4/2014) 

 

      Between 2001 and 2004 Barbara was the Regional Education Officer with the Gippsland 

Regional Waste Management Group. Her role here included the coordination and 

promotion throughout Gippsland of a strategic approach to waste and litter education based 

on the “Becoming Waste Wise” model. This involved providing support for the planning and 

implementation of education strategies for waste and litter management, including the 

establishment of a Litter Prevention Task Force for the six municipalities in the Group.  
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Dr Barbara Johnson Profile cont. 

 

      This program gradually developed over time during and after Barbara’s involvement 

to become the ResourceSmart AUSSI Vic program that includes other aspects of 

sustainability besides waste management. The RCE Gippsland Steering Group committee 

has been fortunate to have Barbara’s historical perspective on this initiative. At present 

there is also the previous co-ordinator of this Regional program on the committee as well 

as the current one so each is able to contribute to the knowledge and expertise of each 

other and the group. 

      Barbara’s education posts have included from August 1992 – 1999 being Deputy 

Principal of the Multi-site Campus, McMillan College, Institute of Land and Food 

Resources, Melbourne University (formerly Victorian College of Agriculture and 

Horticulture VCAH). Prior to that from February 2000 – March 2001 Barbara was Manager 

of the Production and Distribution Administration Unit (PDA) for the Centre for Learning 

and Teaching Support (CeLTS) at Monash University. From  !988 – 1992 Barbara  held the 

position of Coordinator of Diploma of Education (Secondary) program at the Australian 

Catholic University, Christ Campus, Chadstone Victoria. Although her education postings 

were many and varied there is a flavour through them of agriculture, environment and 

regional development through education. 

      The West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (WGCMA) has been an 

organisation that Barbara has been involved with for some time in various capacities 

including as Chairperson. Her skills and expertise have been invaluable on committees 

that studied Noxious Weeds, Soil Health, Economic Development, Carbon in a Farming 

Enterprise and the Integrated Pest Control of Blackberries. Many conferences attended 

by Barbara have included the Natural Resource Management Conference in Darwin March 

2010. “Connecting across People and Place,” “Breaming with Knowledge,” at Lakes 

Entrance in October 2010 a two day conference on The Ecology and Management of the 

Gippsland Lakes. She participated in Field Days for Caring for Our Country Projects within 

the region as well as hosting two Field Days on her property at Newborough as part 

of ”Farming for a Sustainable Future – Demonstrating Best Practice”. Since April 2004 

Barbara and her husband Bob have been managing two properties in the Latrobe Valley 

region with enterprises including beef cattle, stud sheep and meat goats. Farm practices 

include farming sustainably (working with nature) and developing a Whole Farm Plan for 

each property. Barbara’s life has come full circle as she has returned to the farm where 

she grew up and where she is able to put her lifelong learning and experience into action. 
 

BARBARA’S FORMAL QUALIFICATIONS INCLUDE: 

 Bachelor of Agricultural Science, Melbourne University (1968). 

 Diploma in Education, Monash University (1973) – Dip. Ed. 

     Master of Education Studies, Monash University (1983. 

 Doctor of Philosophy, Monash University (1995) – PhD. 

 Certificate IV in Business Sustainability through Cleaner Production. 2002. 

 Farm Chemical Users Certificate. 
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Vale Eric Bottomley 

A great valedictory for Eric can be found at 

http://sustainability.ceres.org.au/project/ericbottomley / 
 

 

Eric’s Amazing Legacy Incudes 

•Mainstreaming sustainability education and helping sustainability to become visible. 

•Raising sustainability awareness and creating a significant impact in the Australian 

education sector. 

•Raising cultural awareness and tolerance and advocating for appropriate development 

– particularly through CERES’ Aboriginal, African and Indonesian education programs. 

•Pioneering Aboriginal education in Melbourne; locating the first Wurundjeri teachers 

and providing Melbourne’s first platform for Aboriginal education. 

•Providing sustainability leadership through mentoring students and extensive 

networking and partnerships with other organisations. 

•Co-writing and developing the ‘Sustainable Schools’ program, which is now known as 

‘ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic’ and has been delivered to over 30% of Victorian schools. 

•Taking CERES as a whole as well as its education intellectual property into both 

Australian and international communities including Thailand, Philippines and South 

Korea.” 

      What is not mentioned in this list of achievements is the work Eric undertook in 

Gippsland. He regularly travelled from one end of Gippsland to the other to promote 

and establish sustainability programs in schools. When a ResourceSmart co-ordinator 

was embedded in Gippsland this was not so necessary, but he retained a role as a 

valued mentor. 

      One of the first events undertaken by the RCE Gippsland’s predecessor Gippsland 

Education for Sustainability Network (GESN) before it was even called that was a 

gathering of teachers at Geoff Boadle’s property at Trafalgar South in early 2009 where 

Eric was guest speaker. Geoff gave Eric a substantial donation that he didn’t look at, but 

just stuffed it into his shirt pocket. After the shirt was washed and was being worn 

again, Eric was shocked to find the cheque -crumpled, faded, but still able to be used for 

his favourite cause – CERES.  

      It is sad to lose Eric for his humour, determination, common sense and conviction, 

but the living legacy he left for all and for Gippsland in particular remains. He wrote a 

very moving piece” The Winter of My Work” where he talked about a feature of Nature 

where self-healing can take place providing “we don’t push Nature too far”. He likened 

this to organisations and the people in them that we need to nurture, so that their 

valuable work can continue as individuals and groups evolve. A salient lesson for 

environment groups everywhere. 

http://sustainability.ceres.org.au/project/eric-bottomley-the-winter-of-my-work/ 

 

 

 

 

http://sustainability.ceres.org.au/project/ericbottomley%20/
http://sustainability.ceres.org.au/project/eric-bottomley-the-winter-of-my-work/
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  Off the Shelf Adventures 

 

      Nola Anderson from the Gippsland Waste and Resource Recovery Group offered two 
suggestions for this page. One suggestion is this link that leads to a list of children’s books 
that provide fictionalised information around themes of composting and worm farming  

http://www.wormwoman.com/acatalog/index.html 

      Another suggestion from Nola was about the articles in the Bulletins that the RCE 
University provides to RCE’s around the world. An excerpt from RCE E-bulletin Issue 36: 
June 2014 is interesting “RCEs celebrate the 2014 World Environment Day” 

“RCE Goa, RCE Greater Pwani, RCE Srinagar and RCE Dhaka celebrated this year’s World 

Environment Day through a number of activities. The theme for the 2014 World Environment 

Day that was celebrated on 5 June was 'Small Islands and Climate Change' and the official 

slogan was ‘Raise your voice not the sea Level’. 

RCE Goa organized a film-screening cum student panel discussion as part of celebrations for 

the World Environment Day. Five schools and over 60 students, teachers and parents attended 

the session. 

RCE Greater Pwani marked the World Environment Day through tree planting, exhibitions, 

entertainment, and public awareness activities. For more details, please visit the portal. 

RCE Srinagar in collaboration with CEE Himalaya, JSW Foundation and Swiss Agency for 

Development & Cooperation dedicated the World Environment Day to the mule owners and 

operators of Uttarkashi who had played a commendable role in the 16–17 June 2013 

Uttarakhand disaster.  

RCE Dhaka through International University of Business Agriculture and Technology (IUBAT) 

has been awarded second prize in the World Environmental Day-2014 Fair that was organized 

by the Department of Environment, Ministry of Environment and Forests, Bangladesh. During 

the week-long Fair the RCE made a presentation on the theme "Science behind Tradition". It 

also presented videos, posters and a model of home gardening with grey water”.  

      This excerpt cannot be seen to have come from any “shelf”. It is virtual material which is 

where so much of our reading nowadays comes from. “The Conversation” is a collaboration 

between editors and academics to provide informed news analysis and commentary that’s 

free to read and republish. It is also on-line rather than on a shelf. It has regular articles and 

analysis on Education and Environment http://theconversation.com/au 

 
(Joan McColl 2014) 

 

http://www.wormwoman.com/acatalog/index.html
http://theconversation.com/au
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Regional Galleries Art and Sustainability Education  

There are many art galleries throughout Gippsland, including the Latrobe Regional Gallery 

that have wonderful, often world class exhibitions. They are a valuable resource that can 

be mined for inspiration for sustainability education. They can be used to set conversations 

going and could lead to studies in literacy, geography, science, art expression and of course 

environmental sustainability. 

 

138 Commercial Road Morwell VIC 3840  

 T:  03 5128 5700   F: 03 5128 5706  

Opening Hours  

10am - 5pm Monday to Friday  

 Closed Public Holidays 

 

Art can be a tool that is useful for addressing complex issues in an appealing, non-

threatening and inspiring manner that gets students thinking and can be of benefit when 

integrated with education for sustainability. It can be used as a method of offering input 

into student minds, hearts and psyches when passively viewed or as a tool where students 

actively explore and experiment with ideas and forms. Art in this context can be painting, 

drama, dance, sculpture, literature etc. 

 

The current exhibitions on offer at the Latrobe Regional Gallery for instance are a free 

resource with much to offer. It is worth watching the offerings of this gallery and other 

Regional galleries, such as the Gippsland Art Gallery, Sale that has three exhibition spaces, 

a sculpture courtyard, a kid's cube and an art reference library. There is also an exhibition 

space in Maffra. 

http://www.wellington.vic.gov.au/Enjoying-Wellington/Gippsland-Art-Gallery 

 

The following link connects to a bank of resources developed by James Cook University 

around the theme of connecting the arts to educating for sustainable development. It is 

worth becoming familiar with this site as it makes EfSD seem like fun for all including 

educators. 

 

http://libguides.jcu.edu.au/content.php?pid=218339&sid=1814266 

 

 

  

 

http://www.wellington.vic.gov.au/Enjoying-Wellington/Gippsland-Art-Gallery
http://libguides.jcu.edu.au/content.php?pid=218339&sid=1814266
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Future editions of TENUTO are open for possibilities. 
 

We would love to receive  

*Letters to the editor, articles about activities in schools or new sustainable projects. 

*Book reviews 

*Articles about Gippsland people working in the field. 

*Articles around activities in Education for Sustainable Development that are happening in 

Gippsland.  

*Gippsland groups that are involved in ESD.  

*Schools, TAFES etc. 

 

This e-magazine aims to fill  gaps and provide a forum for discussion and sharing of ideas and 

information. Please join in by sending any articles, photos, stories, poems or, information 

 

to  j.mccoll@federation.edu.au 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free On-line Course Explains Climate Change 

      Presented annually by the Australian Museum, the Australian Museum Eureka Prizes 

reward excellence in the fields of research & innovation, leadership, science communication 

& journalism and school science Lesley Hughes, from Macquarie University, was awarded the 

Australian Government Eureka Prize for Promoting Understanding of Australian Science 

Research. Her free online co Australian Museum director and chief Kim McKay praised 

Professor Hughes for finding a way to engage people in climate science. 

      “With issues like climate change, the science may be settled, but the debate rages on,” she 

said. “For many scientists, this gap between science and public understanding is 

unfathomable. Lesley Hughes is bridging that gap.” Her free on-line course explains the 

science of climate change in straightforward terms for non-scientists.  

The Conversation 10/09/2014.   

https://www.open2study.com/courses/climate-change 

 

https://www.open2study.com/courses/climate-change
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------- 

RCE Gippsland has formed a working group to create the first of what is hoped to be an annual 

event for schools where students and teachers can learn from each other and share their great 

sustainability ideas and projects. Schools are responding with enthusiasm. 
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RCE Gippsland Steering Group Members 2014 

Dr Barbara Johnson (Convenor)  
Sector: Agriculture, community. Current Position: Farmer, WGCMA Board Member, on Latrobe 
City’s Traralgon Creek, Neighbourhood Environment Improvement Plan Implementation 
Committee (NEIP)  
Contact: Tel: 5127 2251 Fax: 5127 2252 Email: argyle@wideband.net.au.    
 
Ms Tia Navanteri 
Sector: GCCN Current Position: Executive Officer, GCCN 
 Contact:  Tel. 0427 528 013 Email: eo@gccn.org.au 
 
Ms Lisa Benn 
 Sector: Secondary Schools Current Position: Secondary Art teacher, Kurnai College-Morwell 
campus.  
 Contact: Tel.  56253152 benn.family4@bigpond.com 
 
Mr Peter Collins 
 Sector: Local Government Current Position: Sustainability Education Officer, Latrobe City 
Council 
 Contact: Tel. (03) 5128 5337 Mobile: 0407 862 354 peterco@latrobe.vic.gov.au 
 
Mr Ashley Hall 
Sector: State Government Current Position: Sustainability Program Officer Strategy and 
Integration, DEPI 71 Hotham St Traralgon, Vic 
 Contact: Tel.  (03) 51722584 M: 0439574508: ashley.hall@depi.vic.gov.au 
 
Dr Monica Green  
Sector: Tertiary Education Lecturer Faculty of Education (Mon-Thurs), Federation University 
Northways Road, Churchill. Victoria 3842 Australia 
 Contact: T: 5122 6364| M: 0407 547445Email:  monica.green@federation.edu.au 
 
Mr Sam Franzi   
Sector: Catholic Education. Current Position: Secondary Learning Pathways Catholic Education 

Office (Warragul) -Diocese of Sale 

 Contact: Tel. 04 17534235  sfranzi@ceosale.catholic.edu.au 
 
Mr Jie van Berkel   
Sector: Primary Education. Current Position Gippsland Grammar School, Sale campus  
 Contact: Email: jievb@yahoo.com.au 

 

Ms Alison Taylor 

Sector: Sustainability Education. Current Position. ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic Schools Coordinator 

for Gippsland (Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday). Contact: Phone 56 332714 Mob. 0409 879 910 

alison.taylor@gwrrg.vic.gov.au  

 

Ms Nola Anderson 

Sector: Gippsland Waste and Resource Recovery Group. Education Officer. Contact: 

nola.anderson@gwrrg.vic.gov.au Ph.03 5633 2744 
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