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EDITORIAL 

Tenuto is a musical term for “sustained” - and is now also the name of the new e-magazine 

for the RCE Gippsland. 

I sometimes think it’s amazing how things work out. Here I am representing RCE Gippsland 

for the first time in a dedicated office at Monash University (Gippsland campus) twelve 

months to the day when the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development will wind up 

at an international conference in Japan. That means we have twelve months left to make a 

difference and report to the world and to consider our contributions after that. What a 

great challenge and certainly something to aim for.   

As part of my position as an “affiliate” of Monash University I have had to undergo an 

induction process as part of my role as voluntary representative for RCE Gippsland. People 

have been very friendly and interested since my arrival. The office is situated in the 

Education Faculty – thanks to Monica and Tia from GCCN who put in a lot of work to make 

this happen. I plan to be working in the office on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10.15am 

to 3.15pm, which means that Education for Sustainable Development is on show now at the 

University. I have put a sign on the door with our logo on it and the following Einstein quote 

that has had some people talking already. I would love more posters for the wall – it is a 

simple way of starting discussions. 

 

Best wishes Joan 

Joan McColl, Project Officer, RCE Gippsland 

Joan.mccoll@monash.edu, Ph. 0351 227 205 

mailto:Joan.mccoll@monash.edu
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See this web site for more information about the conference in Japan in November next 
year, and masses of links to ESD resources. 

 http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco-world-conference-on-esd-2014/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development - Learning Today 
for a Sustainable Future 

 

© UNESCO 

World Conference on ESD - Logo 

“Environmental, economic and social indicators tell us that our current model of progress is 
unsustainable. Ours is a world of looming challenges and increasingly limited resources. 
Sustainable development offers the best chance to adjust our course. “(UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-Moon)  
 
The UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) will be co-
organized in 2014 by UNESCO and the Government of Japan on the occasion of the end of 
the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development. It has the following four 
objectives:  
1. Celebrating a Decade of Action (“What have we achieved, what are the lessons learnt?”) 
2. Reorienting Education to Build a Better Future for All (“How does ESD reinforce quality 
education?”) 
3. Accelerating Action for Sustainable Development (“How are sustainability challenges 
addressed through ESD?”) 
4. Setting the Agenda for ESD beyond 2014 (“What are the strategies for our common 
future?”) 

 

 

© UNESCO 

World Conference on ESD - Logo 

“Environmental, economic and social indicators tell us that our current model of progress is unsustainable. 

Ours is a world of looming challenges and increasingly limited resources. Sustainable development offers the 

best chance to adjust our course. “(UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon) 

 

The UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) will be co-organized in 2014 

by UNESCO and the Government of Japan on the occasion of the end of the UN Decade of Education for 

Sustainable Development. It has the following four objectives: 

1. Celebrating a Decade of Action (“What have we achieved, what are the lessons learnt?”) 

2. Reorienting Education to Build a Better Future for all (“How does ESD reinforce quality education?”) 

3. Accelerating Action for Sustainable Development (“How are sustainability challenges addressed through 

ESD?”) 

4. Setting the Agenda for ESD beyond 2014 (“What are the strategies for our common future?”) 

 

http://www.unesco.org/education/tlsf/mods/theme_c/mod15.html 

This is a module about Teaching and Learning for Sustainable Agriculture 

http://www.unesco.org/education/tlsf/mods/theme_c/mod11.html 

Teaching and Learning about Indigenous Cultures module can be found here. 

 

There is a treasure trove of wonderful resources available on the 

UNESCO/RCE site. 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco-world-conference-on-esd-2014/
http://www.unesco.org/education/tlsf/mods/theme_c/mod15.html
http://www.unesco.org/education/tlsf/mods/theme_c/mod11.html
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Off the Shelf Adventures 

When my three year old grandson asked me to read him the award winning sustainability themed children’s 

picture book ‘Uno’s Garden’ I wasn’t sure he was old enough to understand the concepts, but thought he 

would enjoy the pictures, but he was very moved, said it was sad and wanted me to read it again. That got 

me thinking. A workshop for the annual Environment Education Toolbox event in October on the topic of 

children’s literature and sustainability was prepared, but the event was cancelled. Stratford librarian Sarah 

Hurley had collected two tubs of sustainability themed picture books ready for that event. Rather than just 

having them re-shelved; I took them along to the local Narracan School to see what response there might 

be to a collection of sustainability themed picture books. The teacher of the combined year 3 to 6 class 

spread the books across the tables. The children had time to choose one and read it to themselves. The 

children silently took their time and finally sat absorbed as they read it.  

They then were paired up and read their books to each other. There were an odd number of children so one 

read to me. The content of the book ‘Mang the Orangutan’ moved him. He warned me that it was about to 

get sad at one point. At the end he said, “I think grown-ups should read this book,” The teacher set the 

children to work on several tasks related to the book. It was obvious that each child had become very 

attached to the book they had selected. A sixth grade boy wanted to go through page by page and show me 

the beauty of the illustrations.  A few days later when I went to pick up the books, the children were still 

doing “English” work related to the books such as writing plays, poems, their own stories etc. The teacher 

who was filling in that day was surprised to report that when she told them it was “play time” they wanted 

to stay inside and keep doing the tasks they had set themselves. The boxes of books were later taken to Sale 

to a teacher (RCE Gippsland Steering Group Member Jie van Berkel) who was to have been part of the 

Toolbox workshop delivery team. He was brimming with ideas for how to use them. He also expected to 

share them with local colleagues interested in sustainability.  

Two items hit the news headlines at about the time I was contemplating the value of books and literature to 

the task of educating children for sustainability. One was that John Howard had been to London and given a 

speech regarding climate change. During the speech he stated that it was based on the one and only book 

he had read about the topic. Greg Hunt the Australian Minister for the Environment at about the same time 

backed up an argument on the same topic by referring to Wikipedia. It made me wonder why these public 

figures seemed confident to offer strong opinions about such an important topic without having read more 

than one book or simplistic web page to back up their arguments. It would be worth finding out how many 

books on the topics of environment; climate change and sustainability are available in libraries – and more 

importantly how many people actually read them. How many reports have been written at great expense 

and are like the books that moulder on library shelves and web sites? How many people have actually 

read the latest I.P.C.C. Report? This is the first episode of ‘Off the Shelf Adventures’. In a future 

article there will be more results from schools. As for adults, there is an opportunity to follow this 

up by talking to librarians and others about the issue and seeing what might come out of that. But 

in the meantime some books have been helped to have some adventures off the shelves. (Joan 

McColl, 2013)  
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Future editions of TENUTO are open for possibilities. 

*Book reviews 

*Articles about Gippsland people working in the field. 

*Articles around activities in Education for Sustainable Development that are 

happening in Gippsland.  

*Gippsland groups that are involved in ESD.  

*Schools, TAFES etc. 

This e-magazine could fill some gaps and provide a forum for discussion and sharing 

of ideas and information. Please join in. 

Contact:  joan.mccoll@monash.edu 

 

 

 

 

The strategic plan for RCE Gippsland has been added to the wiki page 

http://rcegippsland.wikispaces.com/5.++RCEG+Steering+Group+ToR 

The Wilderness Society’s Award Winning Children’s books have been compiled in a 

list that can be found at 

http://rcegippsland.wikispaces.com/8.+Children%27s+literature+and+Sustainable+De

velopment 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:joan.mccoll@monash.edu
http://rcegippsland.wikispaces.com/5.++RCEG+Steering+Group+ToR
http://rcegippsland.wikispaces.com/8.+Children%27s+literature+and+Sustainable+Development
http://rcegippsland.wikispaces.com/8.+Children%27s+literature+and+Sustainable+Development
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Dr. Monica Green 

RCE Gippsland Steering Group Member Profile No.1. 

 

“Food, glorious food” is what Monica’s friends and colleagues alike associate with her. She 

regularly arrives at meetings and get-togethers and even her work place with a basket. 

The basket is usually full of goodies such as delicious home cooked slices or fresh silver 

beet or broad beans from her garden. When she leaves the basket is empty. The goodies 

have been shared. This love of food and sharing began in the Latrobe Valley where she 

grew up. Here her father produced with love memorably mouth-watering fresh produce 

for his large family. Monica inherited his love of gardening and has through her numerous 

moves always created a productive food garden. 

Her first career as a Primary School teacher included finding many opportunities to utilise 

outdoor spaces for environmental, physical and art-based teaching and learning and also 

included the creation of gardens that were simple attempts to grow and cook food, and to 

re-forest the school grounds. Monica’s conservation values developed and gradually 

morphed into a career in Tertiary Outdoor Education. This phase of her career meant that 

Monica travelled to and through remote and distant locations with small groups of young 

adults. This was not tourist type travel as it involved carrying necessary supplies on foot, 

on cross-country skis and by boat over various terrains and distances. The visits to these 

remote and semi remote places generated deep knowledge of diverse coastal, river, 

alpine and desert landscapes, and continued to shape and expand Monica’s interest in 

human-place relations.  

In the next phase of her life motherhood and domesticity steered Monica to a badly 

degraded 50-acre property in north eastern Victoria. Years spent gardening and vegetating 

waterways influenced and developed Monica’s deep-seated interest in caring for local 

landscapes, and heightened her observations of the day to-day comings and goings in a 

garden. 
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 Dr.  Monica Green cont. 

 

Thus it was that Monica’s background and interests have led her to this point - 

unsurprisingly her doctoral dissertation was titled “Place Matters: Pedagogies of food, 

ecology and design”. She currently lectures at Monash Gippsland in the Faculty of 

Education, writes, researches, attends conferences and gives presentations on this 

theme. Monica’s Education students were recently given the opportunity to present their 

end of year reports in alternative and creative ways. They went to great lengths to create 

poetry, plays, spoofs, artwork, comedy and simulated newscasts. They presented serious 

topics in entertaining ways. What a marvellous background for future primary school 

teachers. What fortunate students and communities who will have teachers who not only 

know their subjects, but can present them in entertaining ways. Monica‘s published 

works are available for people to read.  By virtue of this together with her work in 

preparing pre-service teachers, Education for Sustainable Development is being 

developed and promoted in a special and uniquely Gippsland way. 

 

Primary School Students and pre-service teachers “studying” at Brodribb Rd wetlands. 

Photo from publication “Place-based Education for Sustainability in Gippsland Schools” 
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Dr. Monica Green cont. 

Professor Margaret Somerville is a friend,  collaborator, mentor and supervisor. Together 

they were able to assist the Gippsland Education for Sustainability Network to become the 

RCE Gippsland. A recent publication that they co-authored with Miriam Potts entitled “Place-

Based Education for Sustainability in Gippsland Schools” is available here. - 

http://logincms.uws.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/504988/Place-

based_education_for_sustainability_in_Gippsland_schools_2013.pdf 

Thanks to Monica for giving us some insight into her background, interests and activities for 

this month’s edition of TENUTO. Sam Franzi from the Catholic Education sector will be the 

subject of next month’s profile. 

Publications: MONICA GREEN 

Refereed journal articles 

Green, M., & Somerville, M. (2014). Sustainability education: researching practice in primary 

schools. Environmental Education Research (Under review) 

Green, M. (2014). Food for thought: bringing children into relationship with food through 

gardening (Special Edition: Bringing Food to the Table). Australian Journal of Environmental 

Education (Under review).  

Power, K., & Green, M. (2014). Re-framing primary curriculum through concepts of place. 

Asia-Pacific Journal of Teacher Education. (Accepted). 

Dyment, J., & Green, M. (2014). Digging deep: Uncovering the pedagogical potential of green 

school grounds. In C. L. Russell, J. Dillon & M. Breunig (Eds.), Environmental Education 

Reader. New York: Peter Lang (Accepted) 

Green, M. (2013). Transformational design literacies: children as active place-makers, 

Children’s Geographies, 11(4). http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14733285.2013.812305 

Somerville, M., & Green, M. (2013). Mapping sustainability initiatives across a region: an 

innovative survey approach. Australian Journal of Environmental Education, 28(2), 65-77  

Green, M. (2012). Place, sustainability and literacy: frameworks for teaching and learning, 

Review of International Geographical Education Online (RIGEO)(2)3 

Collins, S., Whyte, S., Green, M., Vella, K., Crinall, S., Dent, F., . . . Howard, M. (2012). The 

person in the tree: shared writings from space, place, body. Reconceptualizing Educational 

Research Methodology, 3(2), 56-70. 

Somerville, M., & Green, M., (2011). A pedagogy of ‘organised chaos’: ecological learning in 

primary schools, Children, Youth and Environments 20 (1), 14-34   

 

 

Books 

http://logincms.uws.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/504988/Place-based_education_for_sustainability_in_Gippsland_schools_2013.pdf
http://logincms.uws.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/504988/Place-based_education_for_sustainability_in_Gippsland_schools_2013.pdf
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Dr. Monica Green cont.  

Green, M. (2010) Locating myself in the research. Paper presented at Australian 

Association for Research in Education (AARE) Innovative Research in Education. 

Canberra, ACT. 

Green, M. (2008) From wilderness to the educational heart: A Tasmanian story of place. 

Australian Journal of Environmental Education, 24, 35-43 

Books 

Somerville, M. & Green, M. (2014) Children Place and Sustainability Learning, Palgrave: UK 

(Proposal accepted 22/9/13) 

Refereed conference presentations 

Somerville, M. & Green, M. (2013). Teacher education for sustainability: a participatory 

action research study. Australian Association for Research in Education (AARE) Regional 

and Global Cooperation in Educational Research. Sydney, NSW. 

Green, M. (2009) Learning in place: Pedagogical pathways for place making. Paper 

presented at Australian Association for Research in Education (AARE) Changing Climates: 

Education for a sustainable future. Brisbane, QLD. 

Green, M. (2008) Food gardens: Cultivating a Pedagogy of Place. Paper presented at the 

Australian Association for Research in Education (AARE) Impacts: Proving or improving? 

Fremantle, WA 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Finally – Monica’s favourite children’s book with a sustainability theme is ‘My Place” 

http://www.myplace.edu.au/behind_the_scenes/bts_landing.html?tabRank=2 

 

My Place, written by Nadia Wheatley and illustrated by Donna Rawlins, was Children's Book Council Book of 

the Year for Younger Readers in 1988, and also won the YABBA children's choice award. Constantly in print for 

more than 20 years, this groundbreaking blend of history and imaginative fiction has been read in schools and 

homes around the country, and is now delighting a second generation of readers.  

 

Illustrations © 2008 Donna Rawlins. Cover from My Place written by Nadia Wheatley and 

illustrated by Donna Rawlins. Reproduced by permission of Walker Books Australia. 

 

http://www.myplace.edu.au/behind_the_scenes/bts_landing.html?tabRank
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RCE Gippsland Steering Group Members 2013 

Dr. Barbara Johnson (Convenor) 

Sector: Agriculture, community. Current Position: Farmer, WGCMA Board Member, on 
Latrobe City’s Traralgon Creek, Neighbourhood Environment Improvement Plan 
implementation Committee (NEIP) 
Contact: Tel: 5127 2251 Fax: 5127 2252 Email: argyle@wideband.net.au 

Ms Tina Naventeri 

Sector: GCCN Current Position: Executive Officer, GCCN 
Contact:  Tel. 0427 528 013 Email: eo@gccn.org.au 
 
Ms Lisa Benn 

Sector: Secondary Schools Current Position: Secondary Art teacher, Kurnai College-
Morwell campus. Co-ordinator ResourceSmart AUSSIVic in Gippsland 
Contact: Tel.  56253152 Email: Benn.lisa.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Mr Peter Collins 

Sector: Local Government Current Position: Sustainability Education Officer, Latrobe 
City Council 
Contact: Tel. (03) 5128 5337 peterco@latrobe.vic.gov.au 

Mr Ashley Hall 

Sector: State Government Current Position: Climate Change & Sustainability Services 
Project Officer, DSE 
Contact: Tel.  (03) 51722584 M: 0439574508 Ashley.hall@dse.vic.gov.au 

Dr. Monica Green 

Sector: Tertiary Education Lecturer Faculty of Education Monash University Northways 
Road, Churchill. Victoria 3842 Australia 
Contact: Tel. +61 3 5122 6364 Email:  monica.green@monash.edu 
 
Mr Sam Franzi 
 
Sector: Catholic Education. Current Position: Secondary Learning Pathways Catholic 

Education Office (Warragul) -Diocese of Sale 

Contact: Tel. 04 17534235  sfranzi@ceosale.catholic.edu.au 
 
Mr. Jie van Berkel 
 
Sector: Primary Education 
Contact: Email: jie.vanberkel@gippslandgs.vic.edu.au\ 
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mailto:peterco@latrobe.vic.gov.au
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