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EDITORIAL 

RCE Gippsland, like a lot of organisations at the end of the year was rather busy. 

December was the month for not only the normal bi-monthly meeting but also an Annual 

Review where we gave much thought about where to for the Gippsland RCE in 2014 and 

beyond.  The relationship with Monash University (Gippsland Campus) as it transforms 

into Federation University was a major consideration.  

2014 is a big year for RCE’s world wide as the U.N. Decade of Education for Sustainable 

Development draws to a close and the UNESCO World Conference on ESD is hosted in 

Japan. As RCE Gippsland considers its agenda for 2014 and beyond, similarly the world 

conference to be held in Japan later in the year will be looking towards future strategies 

that in some ways might need to be different from those employed in the past. It is time 

to note and celebrate successes and any lessons learnt both locally and globally. 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-

view/news/37th_session_of_general_conference_sets_the_compass_for_unesco_from_2014_to_2021/bac

k/9597 

Ministers of Education and high-level representatives from around the world came 

together in Paris at UNESCO’s 37th session of the General Conference in November 2013 

to discuss education for sustainable development (ESD). Agreeing on its pivotal role in 

quality education, they concluded that ESD has the potential to accelerate progress 

towards sustainable development so should be central to its future development agenda 

from 2015 onwards. Activities were suggested for implementation of the Global Action 

Programme on ESD as the follow on from the UN Decade of ESD. This new program is 

expected to be launched at the UNESCO ESD World Conference in 2014.  

We are looking forward to playing our part in this Global Action program in Gippsland. 

 

Best wishes Joan 

Joan McColl, Project Officer and editor, RCE Gippsland 

Joan.mccoll@monash.edu, Ph. 0351 227 205)) 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/37th_session_of_general_conference_sets_the_compass_for_unesco_from_2014_to_2021/back/9597
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/37th_session_of_general_conference_sets_the_compass_for_unesco_from_2014_to_2021/back/9597
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/37th_session_of_general_conference_sets_the_compass_for_unesco_from_2014_to_2021/back/9597
mailto:Joan.mccoll@monash.edu
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Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable Future 

It is worth highlighting the whole UNESCO package Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable 

Future– http://www.unesco.org/education/tlsf/ 

Last month two modules Sustainable Agriculture and Indigenous Knowledge and 

Sustainability, were highlighted from this package. They and eight other modules can be 

found on this web site under the theme Contemporary Issues. Each module is a 

comprehensive set of information and resources. This UNESCO program provides 

professional development for student teachers, teachers, curriculum developers, education 

policy makers, and authors of educational materials. The modules are divided into 5 

themes.  

1. Exploring global realities 

2. Understanding sustainable development 

3. A futures perspective in the curriculum 

4. Reorienting education for a sustainable future 

5. Accepting the challenge 

From the section Understanding Sustainable Development.  

Much has been written in academic terms about the meaning of sustainable development and 

the need to integrate ecological and economic principles into personal and public decision-

making. However, there is no agreed definition of the concept and perhaps there is no need 

for one. This is because sustainable development concerns a process of change and is 

heavily reliant upon local contexts, needs and interests. Thus, sustainable development is an 

‘emerging concept’ in two ways, first, because it is relatively new and evolves as we learn to 

grasp its wide implications for all aspects of our lives, and, second, because its meanings 

emerge and evolve according to local contexts. 

 

 See this web site for more information about the conference in Japan in November next 

year, and more links to ESD resources. 

It’s an important conference to know about as it will be setting the agenda for the future of 

Education for Sustainable Development in the global context. 

 http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco-world-conference-on-esd-2014/ 

 

http://www.unesco.org/education/tlsf/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco-world-conference-on-esd-2014/
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Off the Shelf Adventures, Episode Two. 

Boxes of sustainability themed books from which children could choose a book for themselves 

proved to be a motivational tool for learning on many levels recently at the Narracan Primary 

School. Some of the books chosen by students were The Hunt by Narelle Oliver, Puggle by 

Catriona Hoy, Uno’s Garden by Graeme Base, The Cat on the Island by Gary Crew and Gillian 

Warden, True Green Kids by Kim McKay , Sand Swimmers by Narelle Oliver, Billabong by James 

Vance, 10 Things I Can do to Help My World by Melanie Walsh and One Small Island by Alison 

Lester. The children created book covers and wrote reviews inside them.  

The teacher commented “they loved those books,” The ability to select a book of their choice 

gave the children motivation and inspiration. They were very confident to promote the value of 

“their” book and wrote insightful versions of what they perceived to be the messages they 

portrayed. These books did not have many date stamps on them and could have been left for 

months more un-noticed on the shelves of the Stratford library.  

        

Examples of children’s work based on their chosen book. 

Stratford librarian Sarah Hurley kindly on two occasions collected boxes of sustainable themed 

picture books which were available on extended bulk loan. It has been shown to be  a simple, but 

effective way to introduce sustainability as a topic and to assist teachers with resources that they 

would otherwise not have easy access to. Other local libratrians might be happy to do the same. 

There are now three Cross-Curriculum Priorities in the Australian Curriculum set to provide 

students with the tools and language to engage with and better understand their world at a range 

of levels.  One of these is Sustainability.  

http://www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/cross_curriculum_priorities.html  Sustainability will allow 

all young Australians to develop the knowledge, skills, values and world views necessary for them 

to act in ways that contribute to more sustainable patterns of living. It will enable individuals and 

communities to reflect on ways of interpreting and engaging with the world. 

 

 

http://www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/cross_curriculum_priorities.html
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Off the Shelf Adventures, Episode Two.                                                                           cont. 

The Sustainability priority is futures-oriented, focusing on protecting environments and 

creating a more ecologically and socially just world through informed action. Actions that 

support more sustainable patterns of living require consideration of environmental, social, 

cultural and economic systems and their interdependence. Further information can be found 

on the cross-curriculum priorities home page on the Australian Curriculum website at 

www.australiancurriculum.edu.au. 

Another book that had an adventure off the shelf was “The Book of Earthly Delights. Living 

in the Bush with Neil Douglas and Abbie Heathcote”, published in 1967 by Compendium 

Books. At the recent launch of the Sustainability Gippsland web site I was persuaded to 

start a group where people can post stories about sustainability related books that have 

inspired them. It seemed hypocritical for me to not join in, so I dug out Neil Douglas’s book 

that had been sitting on our bookshelf for many years - except when we had been 

renovating or moving. It was a surprise for me to discover again the inspiring stories, 

pictures and messages. It is an easy to read, fun book and amazingly up-to-date in so many 

ways – in fact it is perhaps still as ahead of the times now as it was when it was first 

published. I’m happy to lend the book. 

Please feel free to join in on this new web site and let us know of any book that has 

inspired, informed or motivated you in your sustainability journey. 

http://www.sustainabilitygippsland.com/group/off-the-shelf-sustainability-adventures 

 

 

      

Neil Douglas on left and his mud brick house on the right. 

(Joan McColl 2013) 

 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
http://www.sustainabilitygippsland.com/group/off-the-shelf-sustainability-adventures
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Sam Franzi 

RCE Gippsland Steering Group Member Profile No.2.  

 

Secondary Education Officer – Learning Pathways 

Catholic Education Office – Diocese of Sale 

“You have to take a pride in growing things” is one of Sam’s father’s memorable sayings. 

Sam grew up in Melbourne in the suburb of Oakleigh where he began his secondary 

education at the local Technical School.  Even though he grew up in the suburbs, his 

parents, who migrated from Italy, were always passionate about gardening, in particular 

growing their own fruit trees and vegetables. While his father’s occupation was as a 

builder, his heart always centred on the land and farming. His career included running a 

cherry and strawberry farm as well as a chicken and fruit farm. Some of this rubbed off on 

Sam as he assisted his father in all these ventures. 

Sam recalls that his father never threw food away. He came from southern Italy where 

people were poor and sometimes hungry. Sam particularly remembers his dad cutting 

away “bad” bits of an apple until there was very little left. Sam lives in a unit these days, 

but exercises his green thumb at his father’s place in Endeavour Hills. He recently assisted 

with setting up an irrigation system for his dad who is now in his eighties. Pruning is an 

annual exercise that Sam undertakes here, but he has not graduated to being able to 

perform this task on his own. His Father still directs the operation. 

In Year 10 Sam attended a Catholic school on the outskirts of Melbourne as a boarder. 

Sam and others had plenty of time on their hands, particularly on weekends, so through 

their Agricultural and Horticultural class, they set up and maintained their own gardens 

and helped the Marist Brothers who owned and maintained a beef cattle farm next to the 

school. After finishing school he went to La Trobe University and completed a Bachelor of 

Arts., then went on to complete a Diploma of Education at Australian Catholic University.  

Sam went on to teaching in Catholic schools in a variety of commerce subjects 

(Accounting, Computer Studies and Business Management) as well as Religious Education. 

Working in a Catholic school a lot of those early connections that he had made with 

gardening and farming began to take on a new perspective. There was this great sense  
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Sam Franzi.                                        cont. 

of stewardship – in looking after the land and being respectful towards the environment for 

current and future generations and not littering for instance.  

In the beginning this stewardship started out as working with students and the community to 

speak out against pollution and not littering. Over time this has developed into a much broader 

understanding about sustainability and the need for whole school and community education 

and engagement. Sam now works at the Catholic Education Office for the Diocese of Sale 

located in Warragul and assists secondary schools in the Diocese to develop their curriculum 

and pathways for students. Since being handed the responsibility of education for sustainability 

Sam has forged links with all the other dioceses in Victoria in forming the first cross - Catholic 

diocese sustainability group and has been involved with the Australian Sustainable Schools 

Initiative since its early involvement in the Gippsland area. He has also made contact and been 

involved with other groups such as RCE Gippsland and was a loyal supporter of its predecessor, 

Gippsland Education for Sustainability Network (GEfSN). 

             Sam’s interesting background with parents from Calabria and Sicily in Italy which he visited 

recently has led him to be bi-lingual. This background allows a special interest to be formed in 

the RCE in Italy – RCE Tyrol, Although this RCE is centred in the north of Italy, and Sam’s family 

are from the south, it will be an interesting exercise for him to get to understand the similarities 

and differences between RCE Tyrol and RCE Gippsland – two regional centres   in different 

hemispheres, but both with similar goals 

    Sam is proud to point out that the six-monthly Diocesan newsletter regularly show-cases 

exciting sustainability programs such as Grade 6 students at St Agatha’s Primary School in 

Cranbourne having completed an inquiry unit ‘Sustainable Futures.’ Activities included a visit 

from St Peter’s College Carbon Management students to teach St Agatha’s students about 

carbon emissions, the greenhouse effect and environmental justice. Another article was about a 

group of Lavalla Catholic College students from Traralgon who went on a Coastal Ambassadors 

camp at Phillip Island Nature Park.  

Sam is a proud supporter of such programs as they give the ideal opportunity for young people 

to share in discussing issues, designing alternatives, working with each other on projects and 

programs that will build on creating a sustainable future. It fits with Sam’s ethos that while all 

the programs and professional learning opportunities have been important, for Sam it is all 

about the students.  

As an educator Sam believes “we have a responsibility and also, as Christians, as adults and 

institutions to ensure that in years to come all the world’s people can enjoy the natural beauty, 

social and ecological health and wonders of the earth.” 

Thanks to Sam for giving us some insight into his background, interests and activities for this 

month’s edition of TENUTO. Lisa Benn recent ResourceSmart Aussi Vic co-ordinator will be the 

subject of next month’s profile. 
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Snippets 

*Developing Sustainable Education in Regional Australia is the title of a book launched in 

December in 2013 at Monash Gippsland. Interestingly, the Gippsland Regional Policy 

Advisory Committee held a forum Exploring the Outcomes of the Education Aspiration for 

Regional Victoria a few weeks before. The question is, did either group know about each 

other’s work and potential links between them? This topic will be explored further in a later 

edition of TENUTO. 

*Monica was one of five Monash staff who was recently in Tasmania working with 

colleagues from UTAS on Education for sustainable development. She facilitated a session 

to assist the Tasmanian’s application for RCE status. 

* Lisa’s departure from the ResourceSmart AUSSI Vic co-ordinator position to Kurnai 

College full time teaching was noted at the end of year meeting of RCE Gippsland. Her 

outstanding contribution to ESD whilst in this position was acknowledged. 

*Ashley has been able to provide five attractive large posters of various beautiful 

Gippsland scenes for the office wall. Thanks... 

*The office here at what is now Federation University is available until January 31st. 

Waiting for confirmation of what comes next in this regard. 

*Liz recommends that RCE Gippsland approach Peter Hall. Any takers for some sort of 

delegation? 

*An hour and a half review of the role of RCE Gippsland was conducted under the 

facilitation of Liz Clay at the end of the December meeting of RCE G. Some important 

considerations amongst others were -  

• RCE’s continued role is to ‘mobilize’ – RCE is the umbrella of all sustainability 

actions/endeavours and needs to support (not financially) the sustainability 

initiatives occurring in Gippsland.  

• What have we achieved – Gippsland is part of a global movement. Being part of 

a larger group provides support, camaraderie, resources etc. The load is shared – 

local stories/contexts can be linked to other places and this is an important 

dimension of ESD. 

•  Need marketing aspects to promote RCE – need to be actively campaigning     

about putting it out to the broader community 
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Vale and Thank You Nelson Mandela 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  

“When the history of our times is written, will we be remembered as the generation 

that turned our backs in a moment of global crisis or will it be recorded that we did the 

right thing?” —Tromso, Norway, 2005 

http://qz.com/93070/the-wisdom-of-mandela-quotes-from-the-most-inspiring-leader-

of-the-20th-century/#93070/the-wisdom-of-mandela-quotes-from-the-most-inspiring-

leader-of-the-20th-century/ 

     

 

 
TENUTO welcomes articles and is open to ideas. Please feel free to join in 

Contact:  joan.mccoll@monash.edu 

• Book reviews 

• Articles about Gippsland people working in the field. 

• Articles around activities in Education for Sustainable Development that are 

happening in Gippsland.  

• Gippsland groups that are involved in ESD.  

• Schools, TAFES etc. 

• Snippets 

•  

This e-magazine could fill some gaps and provide a forum for discussion and sharing of 

ideas and information. Please join in. 

http://qz.com/93070/the-wisdom-of-mandela-quotes-from-the-most-inspiring-leader-of-the-20th-century/#93070/the-wisdom-of-mandela-quotes-from-the-most-inspiring-leader-of-the-20th-century/
http://qz.com/93070/the-wisdom-of-mandela-quotes-from-the-most-inspiring-leader-of-the-20th-century/#93070/the-wisdom-of-mandela-quotes-from-the-most-inspiring-leader-of-the-20th-century/
http://qz.com/93070/the-wisdom-of-mandela-quotes-from-the-most-inspiring-leader-of-the-20th-century/#93070/the-wisdom-of-mandela-quotes-from-the-most-inspiring-leader-of-the-20th-century/
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RCE Gippsland Steering Group Members 2013 

Dr. Barbara Johnson (Convenor)  

Sector: Agriculture, community. Current Position: Farmer, WGCMA Board Member, on 

Latrobe City’s Traralgon Creek, Neighbourhood Environment Improvement Plan 

implementation Committee (NEIP)  

Contact: Tel: 5127 2251 Fax: 5127 2252 Email: argyle@wideband.net.au 

 

Ms Tina Naventeri 

Sector: GCCN Current Position: Executive Officer, GCCN 

 Contact:  Tel. 0427 528 013 Email: eo@gccn.org.au 

  

Ms Lisa Benn 

 Sector: Secondary Schools Current Position: Secondary Art teacher, Kurnai College-

Morwell campus. Co-ordinator ResourceSmart AUSSIVic  in Gippsland 

 Contact: Tel.  56253152 lisabenn@activ8.net.au 

 

Mr Peter Collins 

 Sector: Local Government Current Position: Sustainability Education Officer, Latrobe City 

Council 

 Contact: Tel. (03) 5128 5337 peterco@latrobe.vic.gov.au 

 

Mr Ashley Hall 

 Sector: State Government Current Position: Climate Change & Sustainability Services 

Project Officer, DSE 

 Contact: Tel.  (03) 51722584 M: 0439574508 Ashley.hall@dse.vic.gov.au 

 

Dr. Monica Green  

Sector: Tertiary Education Lecturer Faculty of Education Monash University Northways 

Road, Churchill. Victoria 3842 Australia 

 Contact: Tel. +61 3 5122 6364 Email:  monica.green@monash.edu 

 

Mr Sam Franzi   

Sector: Catholic Education. Current Position: Secondary Learning Pathways Catholic 

Education Office (Warragul) -Diocese of Sale 

 Contact: Tel. 04 17534235  sfranzi@ceosale.catholic.edu.au 

Mr Jie van Berkel   

Sector: Primary Education 

 Contact: Email: jie.vanberkel@gippslandgs.vic.edu.au 
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mailto:monica.green@monash.edu
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