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Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Book Lists 

 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature 

Each year, the Wilderness Society presents the Environment Award for Children's Literature as a way to 
celebrate quality Australian children’s books and promote responsibility for wilderness in tomorrow's leaders. 
The award is designed to encourage children to take an interest in nature and to feel a sense of responsibility 

for our wild places and unique wildlife. 
http://www.wilderness.org.au/about-us/childrens-book-award/1/1/childrens-literature-award-winners 

http://www.literaryawards.com.au/wilderness.html# 
 

List of Winning Books in Chronological Order 
 
 

 

 

Hairy Nose, Itchy Butt by Elizabeth Frankel and Garry Duncan (Jane Curry 
Publishing) 
Hairy Nose, Itchy Butt follows the plight of a Southern Hairy-Nosed Wombat on a 
mission to track down his favourite scratching tree. The book was inspired by a desire 
to help protect South Australia’s faunal emblem from threats such as disease, habitat 
loss, and death on the roads. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature (2012)  
Teacher Resources:  
http://www.wilderness.org.au/files/hairy-nose-itchy-butt-teacher-resources   
 
 

 

 

One Small Island by Alison Lester and Coral Tulloch (Viking) 
Lester and Tulloch’s One Small Island tells the story of Macquarie Island – a remote 
and precious World Heritage site. The book explores the island’s unique geological 
beginnings, its discovery and degradation at the hands of humans, and attempts to 
protect and restore it today. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature (2012)  
Teacher’s Notes: 
http://www.penguin.com.au/educationcentre/pdf/teachers_notes/PDF/9780670072361.
pdf  
 
 

 

 

The Tomorrow Book by Jackie French and Sue Degennaro 
The Tomorrow Book tells the story of a young prince who is determined to rule over a 
country where the future is filled with environmental hope - and practical solutions, 
such as common usage of solar and wind power. 
Printed on recycled paper, The Tomorrow Book is a story of ideas and hope, 
demonstrating possible solutions to water conservation, consumer waste, pollution 
and wildlife protection. While the tone of the book is imaginative and light hearted, it 
promotes a thoughtful and creative approach to environmental problems. The 
illustrations are cheerful and quirky with added collages fr om recycled material. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature (2011)  
Author’s Notes for Teachers and Students: 
http://www.harpercollins.com/harperimages/ommoverride/tomorrow_book_teacher_n
otes.pdf  
 
http://www.harpercollins.com/harperimages/ommoverride/The_Tomorrow_Book_TN.pdf 
  

 

http://www.wilderness.org.au/about-us/childrens-book-award/1/1/childrens-literature-award-winners
http://www.literaryawards.com.au/wilderness.html
http://www.wilderness.org.au/files/hairy-nose-itchy-butt-teacher-resources
http://www.penguin.com.au/educationcentre/pdf/teachers_notes/PDF/9780670072361.pdf
http://www.penguin.com.au/educationcentre/pdf/teachers_notes/PDF/9780670072361.pdf
http://www.harpercollins.com/harperimages/ommoverride/tomorrow_book_teacher_notes.pdf
http://www.harpercollins.com/harperimages/ommoverride/tomorrow_book_teacher_notes.pdf
http://www.harpercollins.com/harperimages/ommoverride/The_Tomorrow_Book_TN.pdf
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=one+small+island+lester&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=one+small+island+leste&sc=0-12&sp=-1&sk=
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Something About Water by Penny Matthews 
Something About Water is an entertaining cartoon style book, presenting interesting 
and important information about this crucial liquid on which all life depends. Water is a 
finite resource which has been endlessly recycled over billions of years - the book 
contains interesting snippets such as the fact that the two-thirds of each person that is 
made up of water could once have been  part of a dinosaur, or a daffodil, or Leonardo 
da Vinci. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature (2010) 
Teacher Notes: 
http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/education/teacherresources/assets/pdfs/Somethi
ng_About_Water.pdf  
 
 

 

 

The Great Barrier Reef Book: Solar Powered by Dr Mark Norman 
The Great Barrier Reef has been likened to a gigantic forest powered by the sun and 
teeming with life - but this biodiversity is now gravely threatened by rising global 
temperatures. The Great Barrier Reef Book: Solar Powered is a beautifully presented 
book showcasing some of the strange and colourful creatures that inhabit the reef. The 
book includes many things we can each do to help prevent global warming. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature (2010) 
 
 

 

 

True Green Kids: 100 Things You Can Do to Save the Planet  
by Kim Mckay and Jenny Bonnin (published by ABC Books) 
Features 100 simple solutions to the environmental challenges facing kids today. The 
Wilderness Society commended the fun and easy ways the book shows kids how to 
make a difference to our environment such as planting an organic garden and 
calculating a family's/ school's carbon footprint. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature (2009)  
Lesson Plans and Resources for grades 3-5: 
http://sciencenetlinks.com/lessons/true-green-kids-100-things-you-can-do-to-save-the-
planet/  
 
 

 

 

Tuart Dwellers by Jan Ramage, with gorgeous illustrations by Ellen Hickman, was 
published by the WA Department of Environment and Conservation. This thoughtful 
pictorial celebrates the diversity, colour and ingenuity of the natural world. Young 
readers will enjoy tales about how a Crab Spider goes shopping and a Jewel Beetle 
becomes a seedpod. Tuart Dwellers was also short listed for the Children's Book 
Council of Australia - Eve Pownall Award and listed as an "Honour Book" in the Picture 
Book of the year Notable Books category. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature (2009) 
 
 

 

 

Going Bush by Nadia Wheatley and Ken Searle (Allen & Unwin) 
A landmark publication from an acclaimed team - a beautiful and exciting picture book 
containing a message of hope. Nadia Wheatley and Ken Searle help sixteen children 
from eight schools in south-west Sydney explore their local environment and work 
collaboratively on art and writing. An inspiring model for the way harmony can be 
shared across the whole of Australian society. 
‘...an absorbing book full of kids' own comments...this book is to be used rather than 
just read aloud.' Magpies, Vol 2 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature (2008) 

 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/education/teacherresources/assets/pdfs/Something_About_Water.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/education/teacherresources/assets/pdfs/Something_About_Water.pdf
http://sciencenetlinks.com/lessons/true-green-kids-100-things-you-can-do-to-save-the-planet/
http://sciencenetlinks.com/lessons/true-green-kids-100-things-you-can-do-to-save-the-planet/
http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=14725902&affiliate_banner_id=1
http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=9881099&affiliate_banner_id=1
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Uno’s Garden by Graeme Base (Viking).  
This is a lively and lavishly detailed picture book about environmental sustainability. A 
whimsical imaginary landscape demonstrates the importance of learning from past 
mistakes to ensure a balanced and liveable future. The added puzzles and 
mathematical details make it a fascinating book for all ages.   
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Picture Book 
(2007) 
 

 

 
 

Leaf Litter: Exploring the Mysteries of a Hidden World by Rachel Tonkin  
Imagine sitting under a gum tree and discovering an astonishing new world of 
interconnection and unexpected beauty. This outstanding book will provide readers 
with hours of entertainment searching for the things described, while giving a superb 
demonstration of the interdependence of all life.  
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Non-Fiction 
(2007)  

 

 

The Big Picture Book by John Long , illustrations Brian Choo (Allen & Unwin) 
This book features four billion years of evolution in 48 pages, told in simple words and 
stunning images, using the latest scientific research. A must for adults as well as 
children. The universe is a mystery. The beginning of all things is a mystery. With a 
lyrical text and astounding images reflecting the latest scientific research, "The Big 
Picture Book" explores the origins of the universe and the solar system, and the 
evolution of life on Earth. Watch as continents shift over billions of years; as the first 
stirrings of life appear and evolve, over millennia, into the birds, beasts, plants and fish 
we know today.  
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Non-Fiction 
Picture Book (2006)  
 

 

 

Hope Bay by Nicole Plüss (Puffin) (Secondary Readers)  
Every evening Possum Sweet waits with Olga in the water of Hope Bay for the wild 
dolphins to surge from the deep. The dolphins will only come for Olga, and no one 
knows why - Possum is sure it is magic. Olga's sister Stella is convinced that Olga has 
another kind of magic. When the two were young children in hiding in Nazi-occupied 
Holland, Olga saved them from the Gestapo with a single word. 
Teacher Resources:  
http://www.curriculumpress.edu.au/rel/sustainability/hope-bay.php  
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature (2006) 
 
 

 

 

Belonging by Jeannie Baker (Walker Books Australia) 
As in the author's previous picture book, Window, this book is observed through the 
window of a house in a typical urban neighbourhood, each picture showing a year's 
developments. This is Window in reverse, though, with the land being reclaimed from 
built-up concrete to a gradual greening, shown through the artist's characteristic collage 
illustrations. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Picture Book 
(2005) 
 
 

 

http://www.curriculumpress.edu.au/rel/sustainability/hope-bay.php
http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=4113424&affiliate_banner_id=1
http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=6349667&affiliate_banner_id=1
http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=2705377&affiliate_banner_id=1
http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=2197509&affiliate_banner_id=1
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The World That We Want by Kim Michelle Toft (University of Queensland Press) 
Lyrical text and striking illustrations weave together the air, rain forest; mangrove, 
beach, tide pool, reef, atoll, and ocean to show how these habitats are all 
interconnected. An in-depth look at these environments and the animals that live in 
them is offered along with notes about dangers that threaten their survival. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Picture Book 
(2005)  
 
 

 

 
 
 

I Saw Nothing: The Extinction Of The Thylacine by Gary Crew. Illustrated by Mark 
Wilson  
A true story about the Thylacine, tragically declared a protected species after the last of 
them had died....... 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Picture Books 
(2004)  
Teacher’s notes: http://www.curriculumpress.edu.au/rel/sustainability/i-saw-nothing.php 

 

 
 
 

I Did Nothing. The Extinction of the Gastric Brooding Frog by Gary Crew. 
Illustrated by Mark Wilson  
With the death of the last Gastric Brooding Frog, Zeek decides he has to do something 
about preserving Earth's endangered species. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Picture Book 
(2004)  

 

 
 
 

I Said Nothing: the Extinction of the Paradise Parrot by Gary Crew. Illustrated by 
Mark Wilson 
Harry tells the story of the death of the Paradise Parrots. He blames the trappers, but 
realises that he must bear some of the blame himself. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Picture Book 
(2004) 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Antarctica: The Heart of the World by Coral Tulloch  
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Non-Fiction 
(2004)  

 

 

Tricia Oktober  
for Bush Secrets, Wetlands, Rainforest, Reef, Bushfire, Drought etc. (Hodder Headline) 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Lifetime 
Achievement Award (2004) 

 

http://www.curriculumpress.edu.au/rel/sustainability/i-saw-nothing.php
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/272554.I_Did_Nothing
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/36072.Gary_Crew
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/272555.I_Said_Nothing
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/36072.Gary_Crew
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4293685-antarctica
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1805133.Coral_Tulloch
http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=1500151&affiliate_banner_id=1
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Blotsville by Mary Steele. Illustrations Jiri Tibor Novak (Hyland House). 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Fiction (2003)  

 

 
 

Solo Wildlife series by David Kennett (Omnibus Books) 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Non-Fiction 
(2003) 
 
 
 
 

 

 Steve Parish  
For his outstanding contribution to environmental publishing. (2003) 
 
 

 

 
 

Yellow Eye by David Spillman, illustrated by Mark Wilson (Era). 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Picture Book 
(2002)  

 

 Greg Pyers  
For his outstanding contribution to environmental non-fiction for children. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Non-Fiction 
(2002) 
 

 

 
 

The Singing Hat by Tohby Riddle  
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Picture book 
(2001)  

 

 

The State of the Planet by John Nicholson  
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Non-fiction (2001) 
An overview of the current state of the environment, under four headings: Earth, Air, 
Water and Energy. Suitable for Secondary School Level.  
Teacher’s Notes: 
http://www.allenandunwin.com/_uploads/BookPdf/TeachersNotes/9781865080161.pdf 
  

 

 

The Hidden Forest by Jeannie Baker  
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Picture Book 
(2001)  
 

 

http://www.allenandunwin.com/_uploads/BookPdf/TeachersNotes/9781865080161.pdf
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6887451-blotsville
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4162856-yellow-eye
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/806904.Singing_Hat
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/712778.The_Hidden_Forest
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Remote Man by Elizabeth Honey  
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Senior fiction 
(2001)  
 
 

 

 

Mahogany the Mystery Glider by Jill Morris, illustrations Sharon Dye (Greater Glider) 

Information complemented by watercolour paintings on coffee-stained pages – 
all about the endangered Mahogany Glider which was missing for 106 years 

before being rediscovered in a swamp of North Queensland.  
Ages 6-12 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Picture Books Winner 
(2000) 
 
 

 

 
 

Sand Swimmers: The Secret Life of Australia's Dead Heart by Narelle Oliver (Lothian) 
Oliver combines natural history with the story of Sturt’s search for the inland sea and 
techniques of picture book illustration in an innovative text using her characteristic textured 
lino cuts. Ages 7+ 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Picture Books Winner 
(2000) 
 

 

 

Islands in My Garden by Jim Howes, ill. Roland Harvey (Roland Harvey Books) 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Picture Books Winner 
(1999) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

‘ 
Australian Guide To’ series published by Gould League of Victoria. Titles include 
Pondlife, Seashores, Mammals, Whales and Dolphins; and Threatened and 
Endangered Animals.  
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Non-Fiction Winner 
(1999)  

 

One Child by Christopher Cheng, illustrated by Steven Woolman (Era Publications) 
One child is a picture book illustrated by the magical Steven Woolman. It is about kids, our 
planet and what one child can do. Global warming, habitat destruction, the accumulation of 
waste, pollution and many other environmental aspects are part of this title. A simple text 
with richly coloured illustrations drawing on the imagery of an old stained glass window that 
is gradually cleaned to reveal the beauty underlying the pollution. This is a hopeful book 
about the environment for young children. One child saw trees torn from the ground; saw 
oceans stained with waste, no longer blue and clean; saw skies choking, blocking the sun. 
What could just one child do about the devastation of our planet? 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Picture Book Winner 
(1998)Teacher’s Notes: http://www.chrischeng.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/one-child-
teachers-notes.pdf  
 

 

http://www.chrischeng.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/one-child-teachers-notes.pdf
http://www.chrischeng.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/one-child-teachers-notes.pdf
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1226229.Remote_Man
http://www.chrischeng.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/one-child.jpg
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Blueback by Tim Winton, illustrated by Karen Louise (Pan Macmillan) 
Abel Jackson has lived by the sea at Longboat Bay ever since he could remember. He 
helps his mother each day and loves to dive. One day he meets Blueback, the biggest and 
most beautiful fish he's ever seen. 
When Abel's mother is approached by developers she decides she must do something to 
protect their fragile piece of coastline, But can Abel and his mother save Blueback and 
Longboat Bay in time? 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Senior Fiction Winner 
(1998) 
Teacher’s Notes: 
http://www.penguin.com.au/educationcentre/pdf/teachers_notes/PDF/9780143304333.pdf  
 

 

 

The Incomplete Book of Australian Mammals by Ronald Strahan, illustrated by 
Pamela Conder (Kangaroo Press) 
Colourful illustrations and intriguing tidbits about the animals native to the land Down Under.  
"The Incomplete Book of Australian Mammals" is a selection of the author and illustrator's 
favorite animals of study. Each full-color illustration has information on the habitats and 
characteristics for each animal. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Non-Fiction Winner 
(1998) 
 

 

 
1997 Award Winners 
Spiders Spin Webs by Yvonne Winer, illustrated by Karen Lloyd-Jones (Margaret Hamilton Books, Sydney 
NSW) 
High Valley by Colin Thiele (Walter McVitty Books, Montville QLD) 
- Colin Thiele was honoured not only for High Valley, but also for his numerous other children's books 
with an environmental ethic - the environmental equivalent, you might say, of Oscar's Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 
 
1996 Award Winners 
Non-fiction 
Small Worlds series; Spotlight on Spiders and It's a Frog's Life! By Densey Clyne (Allen & Unwin)  
 

 

The Story of Rosy Dock by Jeannie Baker  
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature for Picture Book 
(1996)  

 
1995 Award Winners 
Picture Book 
The Fisherman and the Theefyspray by Paul Jennings, ill. Jane Tanner (Viking) 
Special Award 
To Pauline Reilly, for her Picture Roo Books about Australian Animals; Emu, Sugar-glider, Kangaroo, etc. 
ill. Will Rolland & Gayle Russell (Kangaroo Press) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.penguin.com.au/educationcentre/pdf/teachers_notes/PDF/9780143304333.pdf
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/407496.The_Story_of_Rosy_Dock
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List of Short Listed & Nominated Books in Chronological Order 
 
Short Listed 2013 
Our Nest is Best! (Penny Olsen & Penny O’ Hara, NLA Publishing) 

Kangaroos Hop (Ros Moriarty & Balarinji, A&U) 
The Last Dance (Sally Morgan, Little Hare). 
Ten Tiny Things (Meg McKinlay & Kyle Hughes-Odgers, Fremantle Press) 
Tanglewood (Margaret Wild & Vivienne Goodman, Omnibus Books) 
Bizi the Musk Duck of Barren Box Swamp (Ann-Maree Thompson). 

 
 

 
 

Mr Moonlight By Jane Carroll and Anne Spudvilas (Puffin) 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee  (2012) 
 

 

Helpings: Real Food for young people by young people 
By Charlotte Wood and Friends (The New Literacy Programme) 
 Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee  (2012) 
 

 

Let's Go Wild: Just for the Record  
By Sorrel Wilby, Michelle Pike (Harper Collins) 
 Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee  (2012) 
 

 

Kangaroo and Crocodile: My Big Book of Australian Animals  
By Bronwyn Bancroft (Little Hare) 
Following the success of Possum and Wattle, Bronwyn Bancroft has created a companion 
volume, Kangaroo and Crocodile, a book of Australian animals and landscapes - from 
eagles to echidnas, geckos to crocodiles, from desert animals to creatures of the coral reef. 
The colourful artwork depicts the animals in their natural habitats. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee  (2012) 
Teacher’s Notes: 
http://www.hardiegrant.com.au/egmont/resources/teachers-
resources/~/media/D8563CF29121452AB76EFE1161AD4322.ashx 

 
 

My Little World  
By Julia Cooke and Marjorie Crosby-Fairall (Omnibus) 
‘A child’s perspective uncovers a whole new world of little animals and plants in this story 
when they can’t see the bigger things the grown-ups see.’ Written in verse.  
 Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee  (2012) 
Teacher’s Notes: 
http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/education/teacherresources/assets/pdfs/MyLittleWorld.pdf 

http://www.puffin.com.au/products/9780143305552/mr-moonlight-aussie-bites
http://www.newliteracy.com.au/shop
http://www.harpercollins.com.au/books/Lets-Go-Wild-Just-Record/?isbn=9780733328268
http://hardiegrant.com.au/Egmont/Books/Book.aspx?isbn=9781921714252
http://www.hardiegrant.com.au/egmont/resources/teachers-resources/~/media/D8563CF29121452AB76EFE1161AD4322.ashx
http://www.hardiegrant.com.au/egmont/resources/teachers-resources/~/media/D8563CF29121452AB76EFE1161AD4322.ashx
http://www.juliacooke.com.au/writer/My-little-world
http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/education/teacherresources/assets/pdfs/MyLittleWorld.pdf
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For All Creatures, by Glenda Millard and Rebecca Cool (Walker Books) 
 A celebration of the beauty and mystery of life in its many forms. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee  (2012) 
Visit the publisher’s website to download a colouring sheet, classroom ideas and a 
vocabulary activity sheet: 
http://www.walkerbooks.com.au/Books/For-All-Creatures-9781921529818 

 
 

The Bicycle 
By Colin Thompson (Harper Collins) 
In 2008, Colin Thompson visited Cambodia with Save the Children. Struck by the way the 
humble bicycle was central to so many people lives, he was inspired to create THE 
BICYCLE, his second picture book for the charity. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee  (2012) 
 
 

 

The Dream of the Thylacine  
By Margaret Wild and Ron Brooks (Allen & Unwin) 
The Dream of the Thylacine is a lament for a lost species, and a celebration of the 
Australian landscape. It interposes arresting text and images of the last known thylacine in a 
concrete cage with sweeping colour paintings of the animal in its natural environment. 
Intense, poetic and beautiful, this book will haunt you. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee  (2012) 
Notes for Teachers: 
https://www.allenandunwin.com/_uploads/BookPdf/TeachersNotes/9781742373836.pdf 
Art activity: 
http://micador.com.au/Stuff-We-Know/148/Art-Activity-for-Kids-The-Dream-of-The-Thylacine 

 
 

Warambi 
By Aleesah Darlison and Andrew Plant (Working Title Press) 
When the home of a little bent-wing bat colony is destroyed, Warambi becomes separated 
from her mother and the other bats. Lost and alone she finds shelter in an unusual place far 
away. 
Scary sounds are all around her. Danger is ever present. Will she find her way home? 
 Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominees  (2012) 

 
 

What's the Issue: Australia's Water Shortages  
By Greg Reid (Macmillan Library) 
What's the Issue: Australia's Greenhouse Gas Emissions  
By Geoff Thompson (Macmillan Library) 
What's the Issue: Endangered Australian Animals  
By Greg Reid (Macmillan Library) 
 What's the Issue: Great Barrier Reef Under Threat  
By Julie Murphy (Macmillan Library) 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominees  (2012) 

 

Worms, the Mechanics of Organics by Kellie Bollard (Growing Up Greener) 
A bright, fun and informative rhyming story that explores the world of worms and the part 
they play in recycling organic waste; in the garden, in compost and in worm farms. 
 Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee  (2012) 

 

http://www.walkerbooks.com.au/Books/For-All-Creatures-9781921529818
http://www.walkerbooks.com.au/Books/For-All-Creatures-9781921529818
http://www.harpercollins.com.au/books/The-Bicycle-Colin-Thompson/?isbn=9780733329876
http://www.allenandunwin.com/default.aspx?page=397&book=9781742373836
https://www.allenandunwin.com/_uploads/BookPdf/TeachersNotes/9781742373836.pdf
http://micador.com.au/Stuff-We-Know/148/Art-Activity-for-Kids-The-Dream-of-The-Thylacine
http://www.workingtitlepress.com.au/hardbacks.html#warambi
http://www.macmillan.com.au/primary/onix/domisbn/9992101010037?open&div=Macmillan+Library&cat=New&bi=0&ed=site/primed31.nsf
http://www.macmillan.com.au/primary/onix/domisbn/9992101010037?open&div=Macmillan+Library&cat=New&bi=0&ed=site/primed31.nsf
http://www.macmillan.com.au/primary/onix/domisbn/9992101010037?open&div=Macmillan+Library&cat=New&bi=0&ed=site/primed31.nsf
http://www.macmillan.com.au/primary/onix/domisbn/9781420282375?open&div=&cat=Humanities%3EGeneral&bi=0&ed=site/primed31.nsf
http://www.kelliebollard.com.au/books.html
http://books.google.com/books?id=itGZSQAACAAJ&source=gbs_ViewAPI
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POW! Meet the Renewables by Caren Trafford. Illustrations Charlotte Lance (Etram 
Publishing)  
Join the renewables as they discover what happens when fossil fuels burn and release the 
Greenhouse Gang into the atmosphere. Ages 5+. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee (2009)  

 

Small Fry Outdoors: Inspiration for Being Outdoors with Kids - by Susie Cameron, 
Katrina Crook and Caroline Webster (ABC Books) 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee  (2009) 

 
 

Amazing Facts About Australian Native Plants by Cathy Hope (Steve Parish 
Publishing)  
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee (2009)  

 

The Big Picture Book of Environments by John Long (Allen & Unwin) 
Our Earth is a remarkable place. We need to celebrate its diverse and complex beauty, and 
save it for future generations. With stunning images and a child-friendly text based on the 
latest scientific research, The Big Picture Book of Environments explores the effects of 
changing climate on environments around the world, including the great rivers, deserts, 
Arctic regions, cities, abyssal depths and forests. This is the perfect introduction to the 
complexity of climate change and what we can expect in the future.   
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee (2009)  
 
 

 

Nyuntu Ninti: (What You Should Know) by Bob Randall and Melanie Hogan (ABC 
Books) 
 Through the gentle and wise words of 'Uncle' Bob Randall, Nyuntu Ninti shows us what we 
should all know about an ancient and spiritual culture that is the very heart and soul of 
Australia. In this beautiful photographic book for young children, Bob Randall explains, in a 
simple but effective way, the Anangu people's relationship to all that is around them, and 
why we must learn to care for the earth, its plants and its creatures. Based on the award-
winning documentary, Kanyini, Nyuntu Ninti, meaning 'what you should know', teaches us 
about the people who are at the heart of our country.   
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee (2009)  
 

 

Cat on the Island by Gary Crew  
This is the true story of David and his father, who came to Stephens Island - a remote and 
pristine island off Cook Strait between the North and South Islands of New Zealand in 1894. 
There they built a lighthouse to protect ships entering the strait. Oblivious of the potential 
damage to the environment, they chopped down the trees and ferns where the local birds 
sheltered, thereby demolishing their habitat. But worse than that, they brought their pregnant 
cat with them. The tiny Stephens Island wrens, being flightless, had no natural defences 
against the predators and were wiped out in less than two years. The event is cited as the 

http://www.fishpond.com.au/Books/Childrens/Fiction/Animals/General/product_info/12010716/?cf=3&rid=1189943595&i=1&keywords=POW!+Meet+the+Renewables+
http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=12546917&affiliate_banner_id=1
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only instance where one species has been directly responsible for the extinction of another. 
Of course, once they realised what had happened, conservation authorities began the 
official eradication of the cats, but by then the damage had been done.  
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee (2009)  

 

 
 

Amazing Facts About Australian Mammals by Queensland Museum and Steve 
Parish Steve Parish Publishing 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee  (2009) 

 

 
 

Eco-Warrior by Skye Bortoli (ABC Books) 
The inspirational true story of one girl's amazing life journey and her fight to save the 
environment. At just 15, Skye is a passionate and highly awarded conservationist. Ages 
12+.  
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee  (2009)  

 

Climate Change by Angela Crocombe (Environment Australia series) Echidna 
Books 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee  (2009) 
 
Water Supply by Angela Crocombe (Environment Australia series) Echidna Books 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee  (2009) 
 
 

 

 

Dust by Colin Thompson (suitable for older children as content may be distressing) 
Dust is a collaboration between Colin Thompson and 13 internationally acclaimed artists. 
All royalties from the sale of the book go to the Save the Children fund. 
Dust was inspired by the terrible humanitarian crisis in Niger, Africa in 2005 in which 
drought and locust infestation brought death by starvation to 3.5 million people. (In Niger, 
the under-five mortality rate is more than one in three.) It is a confronting book, facing 
unflinchingly the truth of children who die far too young in a world rich in resources, but 
low in the will to act selflessly. Recommended for older age groups due to the confronting 
themes.  
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee for Picture 
Book (2008) CBCA Honour Book (2008) 

 

 

The Antarctica Book: Living in the Freezer by Mark Norman (Black Dog Books) 
The Antarctica Book: Living in the Freezer examines life in Antarctica. Who lives there 
and how do they survive? You will be amazed at how these clever creatures survive in 
the coldest place on earth. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee for Non-
Fiction  (2008) 
Teacher Notes:  
http://www.curriculumpress.edu.au/rel/sustainability/the-antarctica-book.php   
 

 

http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=12248969&affiliate_banner_id=1%22%20target=%22_blank
http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=12782891&affiliate_banner_id=1%22%20target=%22_blank
http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=12782892&affiliate_banner_id=1%22%20target=%22_blank
http://www.savethechildren.org.au/
http://www.curriculumpress.edu.au/rel/sustainability/the-antarctica-book.php
http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=12248969&affiliate_banner_id=1" target="_blank
http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=12782891&affiliate_banner_id=1" target="_blank
http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=12782892&affiliate_banner_id=1" target="_blank
http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=11252155&affiliate_banner_id=1
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Weather or Not: It’s a Climate for Change 
by Caren Trafford and David Wilsher (Etram Publishing) 
Understanding Climate Change is critical but difficult. This book, designed for those 
asking the questions, provides knowledge for kids, students, parents, teachers and 
educators alike. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee for Non-
Fiction  (2008) 
 
 

 

 

30 Amazing Australian Animals  
by Christopher Cheng and Gregory Rogers (Random House) 
This non-fiction collection of animal stories lovingly places each amazing creature in the 
spotlight - with facts, figures, scientific names, gestation periods and breakout boxes to 
help bring them to life.  
Thirty of our most amazing animals have been selected from a parade of potential stars, 
from bilbies to dugongs, from koalas to blue-ringed octopi, from cicadas to kookaburras, 
from crocs to goannas, they're all here. And you'll find some invaders too. So beware! 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee for Non-
Fiction  (2008) 
Teacher’s Notes: http://www.chrischeng.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/30-
amazing-australian-animals-reading-guide.pdf  
 

 

 

The Other Side by Sally Morgan (National Museum of Australia) 
Things are not going well for Alex! It looks as if he is going to be filmed by a national 
news crew standing next to his tree-hugging, slogan-yelling, long-haired grandfather. 
How embarrassing! But perhaps there is a little more going on with Gramps and his 
friends than Alex realises. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee (2008) 
Find classroom activities on the National Museum Australia’s Website: 
http://www.nma.gov.au/education-kids/classroom_learning/activities/making-
tracks/the-other-side  
 

 

 

Lucy’s Cat and the Rainbow Birds by Anthony Hill and Jane Tanner (Penguin) 
Lucy has a garden filled with beautiful rainbow birds. 
She also has a tabby cat called Artemis, and one day . . . 
POUNCE! 
Lucy needs to stop Artemis catching the birds, but how? Will Artemis and the birds ever 
live together in peace? Find out in this cheeky read-aloud tale by two of Australia's 
favourite creators of books for children. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee for Picture 
Book  (2008) 
 

 

 

Nautilus Pearl of the Deep by Jill Morris and Lynne Muir (Greater Glider) 
In the deepest depths of a tropic sea, at the foot of a giant reef, there lives a creature 
from ancient times who swam with the dinosaurs….Tila the Nautilus ventures from the 
safety of her reef home into the deep ocean haunt of a Giant Squid and other sea 
monsters that haven ever seen the light of day. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee for Picture 
Book  (2008) 
 

 

http://www.chrischeng.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/30-amazing-australian-animals-reading-guide.pdf
http://www.chrischeng.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/30-amazing-australian-animals-reading-guide.pdf
http://www.nma.gov.au/education-kids/classroom_learning/activities/making-tracks/the-other-side
http://www.nma.gov.au/education-kids/classroom_learning/activities/making-tracks/the-other-side
http://www.chrischeng.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/30AAA.jpg
http://www.fishpond.com.au/product_info.php?ref=314&products_id=8418841&affiliate_banner_id=1
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The Last Tree by Mark Wilson (Lothian Books) 
The Last Tree is the story of a beautiful eucalyptus tree that grew in one of the old growth 
forests of south-eastern Australia in Gippsland. It was the centre of life in the forest and 
provided food and shelter for all who lived there over hundreds of years. But what 
happens when the old tree is threatened as the expanding city grows nearer? 
(a story with a positive message for pre-school to 12+) 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee for Picture 
Book  (2008) and the Whitley Award for Children's Literature (2007) 
http://www.curriculumpress.edu.au/rel/sustainability/the-last-tree.php  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Home by Narelle Oliver  
After a day's flying, the falcons arrive in a large city. They make their nest on a ledge in a 
multi-storey building, and the male sets off to hunt for prey. Everything in the city mimics 
what he is used to in the country, but is subtly different: thus high-rise buildings appear to 
him as cliffs and canyons, and children in a playground are like brightly coloured animals. 
The falcon must constantly use his wild instincts to cope with new situations. There are 
many dangers to face. Can the birds adapt and survive? Ages 5-9 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee for Picture 
Book (2007) Teacher’s Notes 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/education/teacherresources/assets/pdfs/Home.pdf 
http://www.learningplace.com.au/sc/online/2010SummerSchools_Literacy/ 
summer_schools_booklet_day1_sequencing.pdf  
 

Short Listed 2004 
Shortlisted Picture Books 

Old River Red Gum Eleanor Stodart 
The Duck Catcher Moses Aaron. Ill. David Macintosh (Hodder Headline) 
Walking With the Seasons in Kakadu Diane Lucas. ill. Ken Searle (Allen & Unwin) 

Shortlisted Non-fiction 
Zoo Album Richard Morecroft and Alison Mackay. Ill. Karen Lloyd-Diviny (ABC Books) 
Famous Australian Birds Gisela Kaplan (Allen & Unwin) 
Tachy the Echidna and Ornithorhynchus the Platypus Pauline Reilly. ill. Kayelene Traynor 
(Bristlebird Books) 
The Environment Collection: An Anthology of Environmental Literature Jill Morris (Phoenix 
Education) 
Shortlisted Fiction 

     The Marowack Two Leonie Stevens (Penguin Australia) 
Secrets of the Tingle Forest Louise Schofield (Fremantle Arts Centre Press) 

Scum of the Earth Pamela Freeman (Koala Books) 

 

 
 

The Water Hole by Graeme Base  
Author and illustrator Graeme Base takes young readers on an exhilarating journey of 
discovery with an ingenious fusion of counting book, puzzle book, storybook, and art 
book. From the plains of Africa and the jungles of the Amazon to the woodlands of North 
America and the deserts of outback Australia, the animals come together to drink from 
the water hole. But their water supply is diminishing. Each landscape illustration conceals 
hidden animal pictures for readers to find as they count the animals that visit the water 
hole and try to solve the mystery.Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's 
Literature Nominee for Picture Book (2002)  

 

http://www.curriculumpress.edu.au/rel/sustainability/the-last-tree.php
http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/education/teacherresources/assets/pdfs/Home.pdf
http://www.learningplace.com.au/sc/online/2010SummerSchools_Literacy/%20summer_schools_booklet_day1_sequencing.pdf
http://www.learningplace.com.au/sc/online/2010SummerSchools_Literacy/%20summer_schools_booklet_day1_sequencing.pdf
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/143981.The_Water_Hole
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1435.Graeme_Base
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The Rabbits by John Marsden, illustrated by Shaun Tan 
The Rabbits, written by John Marsden, is partly allegorical fable about colonisation, told 
from the viewpoint of the colonised. An unseen narrator describes the coming of ‘rabbits’ 
in the most minimal detail, an encounter that is at first friendly and curious, but later 
darkens as it becomes apparent that the visitors are actually invaders. The style of the 
book is deliberately sparse and strange -  text and image conveyan overall sense of 
bewilderment as native numbat-like creatures witness environmental devastation under 
the wheels of a strange new culture.Wilderness Society's Environment Award for 
Children's Literature Nominee for Fiction (1999)  
Teacher Notes: http://www.thearrival.com.au/downloads/TG_TheRabbits.pdf  
 

 

 

The Rainforest by Peter Macinnis, Jane Bowring, and Kim Gamble (Illustrator)  
An illustrated text for pre-readers and beginning readers, describing a day in a rainforest, 
somewhere in northern New South Wales, Australia. 
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee (1999)  

 

 

The Hunt by Narelle Oliver  
A tawny frogmouth is tricked by camouflaging prey before she ‘disappears’  
Wilderness Society's Environment Award for Children's Literature Nominee for Picture Book 
(1996)  

 
Short Listed 1995 
Picture Books 
* The Deliverance of Dancing Bears by Elizabeth Stanley (Cygnet Books) 
* Secrets of the Rainforest by Margaret Dunkle, ill. Dailan Pugh (Hyland House) 
Fiction 
* A Matter of Cats by Elizabeth Hutchins (Hyland House) 
* Lucy and the Whale by Jonathan Harlen, ill. Rachel Tonkin (Omnibus) 
Non-fiction 
* Who did That? by Jill Bruce, ill. Jan Wade (Kangaroo Press) 
* Rainforest Animals by Chris Cheng (Ashton Scholastic)  

 
The list was produced as a project of RCE Gippsland 

(Regional Centre of Expertise in Education for Sustainable Development 
Joan McColl Project Officer) 

& 
Sarah Hurley Wellington Library, Librarian in Charge – Stratford, Vic. 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/82599.The_Rabbits
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/28756.John_Marsden
http://www.thearrival.com.au/downloads/TG_TheRabbits.pdf
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3125221-the-rainforest
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/198053.Peter_Macinnis
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/763251.Jane_Bowring
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/413367.Kim_Gamble
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3125504-the-hunt
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/223001.Narelle_Oliver
http://www.narelleoliver.com/Projects.aspx?page=publications&id=16
http://www.narelleoliver.com/Projects.aspx?page=publications&id=16
http://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/3125221-the-rainforest

